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GW Students to Sue Following Arrests 
BY BRANDON BRISCOE 
Staff Writer 
Six GW Law students were arrested while serving 
as legal observers for the National Lawyers Guild during 
last month's World Bank and International Monetary Fund 
protests. The arrests prompted GW Law Professor Jonathan 
Turley to file a lawsuit last week on behalf of seven GW 
students alleging violations of their constitutional rights 
and seeking to prevent police from using the "trap and 
arrest" tactic during future demonstrations. 
Three GW Law students - 1L RayMing Chang, 2L 
Amy Chastain, and 2L Elizabeth Young - joined four GW 
undergraduates as plaintiffs in the lawsuit filed Tuesday, 
October 15th by Turley, who said the plaintiffs were cho­
sen because they could clearly demonstrate they were not 
protestors. The undergraduates were photographers for The 
GW Hatchet newspaper. The three law students not repre­
sented by Turley will likely be part of a separate suit being 
handled by the Partnership for Civil Justice, said Jeff 
Barham, a 3L day student who was arrested. 
In an account echoed by the plaintiffs in Turley's 
suit, Barham said he was arrested for failure to disperse, 
despite never hearing such an order and being blocked by 
policemen when he tried to leave the scene of the protest. 
Barham was handcuffed, loaded on a bus, and taken to a 
local police academy, where he waited for several hours to 
be processed. Then, Barham was moved to a gym, where 
his right wrist was shackled to his left ankle until he was 
allowed to make a $50 payment and was released, ^nearly 
16 hours after his arrest. 
"What is striking is how uniform the accounts are 
among student journalists, legal observers, and professional 
journalists," said Turley, who acknowledged that the po­
lice department's "trap and arrest" tactic has been used 
GW Law student and National Lawyer's Guild observer 
Jeff Barham (center) at the World Bank!IMF protests. 
Photo: AP 
before on a smaller scale. "The difference is that there was 
a clear and organized policy of trap and arrest. We have 
numerous accounts detailing that practice," Turley said. 
Turley praised the law students for their behavior in 
response to the "appalling" tactics used by police. "I have 
never been more proud of my association with this school 
as when reading the accounts of how these students per­
formed under these conditions," he said. "Our law stu­
dents were engaged in the very type of activities that we 
encourage as a school - they are students who wanted to 
do something meaningful as volunteers." 
Barham said he arrived dressed for his role as a le­
gal observer at the intersection of Vermont and K Streets 
for an early morning protest organized by the Anti-Capi­
talist Convergence. "We're very conspicuous," Barham 
said, describing the neon green hats and badges worn by 
the 12 National Lawyers Guild members who were arrested 
during the protests across the city that day. 
"Our role is to take careful notes and pictures of po­
lice and protestor interaction," Barham explained. The 
observers hope the evidence they collect will prove useful 
in defending arrested protestors or in filing civil suits 
against police Barham said observers help protestors in 
another way, too. "When there are more of us around, po­
lice seem to be less brutal. 
"It's clear that we're not protestors. Police officers 
tend to talk to you," Barham said. But during the most 
recent protests, police seemed not to notice the green hat 
as noticed by Barham when he stood at a vantage point 
that gave him a clear view of the protestors and the police. 
"I was on the sidewalk on the opposite side of the street 
[from the protestors]. The police must have taken up quick 
line behind me and pushed me into the street," said 
Barham. 
See ARRESTS page 15 
Surprise Presidential Visit 
Disrupts Campus 
BY SAMIA NASEEM 
Staff Writer 
Law students were appalled at the 
state of utter confusion that erupted last 
Tuesday when President George W. Bush 
made a "surprise" visit to the campus. The 
President spoke about housing and urban 
development at the Media and Public Af­
fairs building. His grand entrance was 
greeted with much disdain and frustration. 
Students were unaware of the visit and all 
of the repercussions that it would entail. 
A group of undergraduates had accu­
mulated on the sidewalks along the build­
ing in anxious anticipation of the 
President's arrival. Police attempted to 
move the crowd one block down to G Street 
but to no avail. Some of the students held 
signs that said, "Drop Bush, Not Bombs," 
and "Draft Dodgers Shouldn't Start Wars." 
Others held signs in support of Bush that 
said, "Support our troops, remember 9/11," 
and "Support the President." 
As the President's arrival grew near, 
Inside 
Letters Page 4 
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the group of students in opposition to the 
war on Iraq began chanting "1-2-3-4 we 
don't want an oil war, 5-6-7-8 stop the 
bombing, stop the hate." The group sup­
porting President Bush chanted in response, 
"U-S-A, U-S-A," and "Free healthcare, free 
education, swim to Cuba." Students against 
the war replied by saying, "This is what 
democracy looks like, that is what hypoc­
risy looks like," to which the President's 
supporters retorted "You'll be working for 
us someday!" Shortly after the President had 
arrived, the protestors resorted to attacks 
on each other's character, screaming, "You 
failed your S.A.T.s" and other diatribes. 
Students spoke passionately about 
their support of or objection to the possible 
war with Iraq. Tim Kaldas, a freshman at 
GW, said, "I'm here to show the President 
that despite his attempts at spreading pro­
paganda, the American people do not sup­
port this war." On the other side of the 
spectrum, Bredley Mewes, a senior at GW, 
attributed his presence to the fact that, "I 
believe in America and we should support 
our President regardless of who he is." 
Several law students had parked their 
cars on H Street that morning. Their park­
ing efforts were futile though because all 
vehicles from that street were missing by 
early afternoon. The police had removed the 
vehicles and taken over H Street by 1:00 
p.m. 2L Chioma Chikwelugo said, "Tow 
trucks were taking our cars away without 
notifying us. This could have been avoided 
if we had been told about the event." She 
further expressed her frustration that stu­
dents were "unable to get their daily lunch 
See PRESIDENT page 15 
Corporate Collapse 
Predicted by Professor 
BY MINDY MANNLEIN 
Staff Writer 
Though he's not a psychic, some 
people may think of Professor Larry 
Mitchell as just that after reading his latest 
book, Corporate Irresponsibility: America's 
Newest Export. Published in January 2002 
by Yale University Press, Mitchell's book 
in effect predicted the Enron 
and Arthur Andersen scan­
dals. "The current collapse 
is no surprise to me what­
soever," said Mitchell. "I 
just think Enron is the logi­
cal combination of the 
forces described in my 
book." 
Over the past ten 
months, Mitchell estimated 
he has easily made 500 to 
600 media appearances, 
mostly in newspapers front 
all over the country. "It's 
been as much related to the 
current corporate collapse 
as it has to the book itself," Mitchell said. 
"This is a continuing thing now. They all 
want to try to understand how each piece 
of everything fits into what's going on." To 
that end, Mitchell credited the media with 
doing a decent job of trying to make sense 
of every new event in light of the bigger 
picture. As a professor, Mitchell teaches 
corporate law and finance and jurispru­
dence, though he now views this publicity 
as another forum for teaching and consid­
ers it is as useful a way of getting ideas into 
the public through writing. 
Professor Larry Mitchell 
"The basic idea of the book," ex­
plained Mitchell, "is a way of pulling to­
gether various strands in both American 
liberal society and American corporate capi­
talism to show how both the society and 
the structure of the corporation combine to 
create an atmosphere in which we would 
predict the corporations would behave ir­
responsibly. The legal framework of Ameri­
can corporations leaves cor­
porate management very 
susceptible to market pres­
sure," Mitchell commented. 
"[F]or the most part [execu­
tives] run their corporations 
for the purpose of maximiz­
ing short-term stock prices, 
which is not the same thing 
as maximizing for the long-
term health of the busi­
ness." As Mitchell pointed 
out, the accounting scan­
dals of the past ten months, 
which were designed to ar­
tificially inflate stock 
prices, clearly illustrate the 
harmful effect this phenomenon can have 
on American corporations. Moreover, 
merely focusing on short-term profit-mak­
ing adversely affects employees, consum­
ers, the community, and the environment. 
Thus, the book contains suggestions on how 
to restore long-term sustainable corporate 
capitalism in America. 
With the recent World Bank and In­
ternational Monetary Fund protests still 
fresh in mind, the book also brings to mind 
questions about globalization. "I don't think 
See MITCHELL page 13 
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OPINIONS 
Keeping Our 
Priorities Straight 
We pay a lot of money to go to this law school and, to be honest, we don't 
ask for much in return. One thing we do ask for, however, is that our facilities to 
be kept up to date. Most of the law school has gotten a recent facelift, but one 
of the most important parts of the law school (to many, the most important) 
remains unchanged and behind the times. The Jacobs Burns Law Library sim­
ply does not appear to be on the law school's priority list. 
Our library is considerably smaller than those of schools 
of similar size. This is one factor that keeps the law school 
from moving up in the law school ranks. Plans are in the 
works to improve the library, but we are getting impatient. 
The library is constantly packed and at certain hours of the 
day it is practically impossible to find an available computer. 
Judging from the state of our library, many would find it hard 
to believe that this is a first-tier law school. 
Some may link the lack of improvements to the library 
to the lack of students contributing the "voluntary" library 
gift. We, however, emphatically do not. In the first place, it is 
preposterous and rude that a school that charges us such high 
tuition fees to attend, should have the nerve to trick or coerce 
its student body into giving it more money. The law school 
should not be a panhandler, but instead should be a respon­
sible and respectable educational institution. 
What we must ask is why is none of the over twenty-
eight thousand dollars we spend on tuition is going towards 
improvements that we so desperately need. Instead of fancy 
billboards or self-flushing toilets, perhaps the law school should 
consider putting some of the student's money towards their 
education. That is why we came here in the first place, isn't 
it? 
The basic point of this rant is that the law school desper­
ately needs to get its priorities straight. The library is our 
repository of legal knowledge, but it is now a repository of 
knowledge that the university has permitted to fall behind other 
facilities. New glass doors are nice, but looks will not move 
us up in the rankings. Self-flushing toilets are a pleasant ad­
dition, but they do little to improve the quality of our educa­
tion. A better library will. We humbly request that law school 
begin to get its priorities in order and get on track towards 
bringing our library into the 21st century. 
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Saddam Must Go 
BY DEREK MELL O 
Staff Writer 
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The United Nations must act now to 
enforce U.N. resolutions against Iraq by any 
means necessary. If it fails to do so, it risks 
becoming completely irrelevant. One can 
debate about how effective the U.N. has 
been in living up to the goals of its founders, 
but there can be no debate that the current 
situation presents a clear choice between 
right and wrong. The international com­
munity can either do nothing and let a dic­
tator who has violated U.N. resolutions for 
more that a decade continue to threaten the 
stability of the Middle East, or it can stand 
up and create a precedent that regimes who 
invade their neighbors, develop weapons of 
mass destruction, and kill thousands of their 
own people will not be tolerated. 
Unfortunately the international com­
munity failed such a test before. The result 
was the deaths of over 50 million people in 
World War II. During the 1930s, the inter­
national community engaged in a policy of 
appeasement to dictators who threatened 
peace. No action was taken when Mussolini 
invaded parts of Africa; the world looked 
the other way as Germany violated numer­
ous arms treaties, and continued to do noth­
ing when Hitler began 
invading neighboring 
nations. It wasn't until 
Germany had the most 
powerful army in the 
world and had con­
quered most of central 
Europe that some na­
tions reacted. By then it 
was too late to prevent 
the fall of most of Eu­
rope and the Holocaust. 
The clear lesson of the 20th century 
is that neither appeasement nor ignoring a 
dangerous dictator in the hope that he will 
go away works. The only response to ag­
gression must be to stand up to it immedi­
ately. From the Berlin Airlift to the Cuban 
Missile Crisis to the Gulf War, whenever 
aggression has been confronted head-on it 
has been defeated. 
Those who oppose U.N. action argue 
that there is no need for it because Saddam 
Hussein isn't a r eal threat anymore or that 
the Iraqi people will suffer. However, 
Saddam Hussein is clearly a threat. Does 
anyone really believe that he would have 
stopped at Kuwait, or that if he could that 
he would not attack Israel? Unfortunately 
the presence of our troops in Kuwait and 
the unenforced U.N. resolutions are not real 
insurance that he cannot threaten his neigh­
bors or the U.S. 
If he decided to do so, he could at­
tack our troops, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Is­
rael, and all of his neighbors with chemi­
cal and biological weapons. The fact that 
the result of such action would be his own 
end would be little consolation for the thou­
sands or tens of thousands that would be 
dead. We cannot wait for Hussein to dictate 
• i I- . : 
the time and place that we confront him. It 
must be done when, where, and how we 
• . • r *: * ; • • 
choose. Hussein has used chemical weap­
ons against Injn and his own people, in­
vaded three neighboring countries, and tried 
, to develop or has his OWTI biological, chemi­
cal, and nuclear weapons. With this kind 
of record how could he not be a threat? 
If the U.N. fails to act, America 
should and indeed must act alone. Those 
who believe we should not act or that act­
ing would constitute U.S. aggression are 
* T» I . T ' ' 
We cannot wait for 
Hussein to dictate the 
time and place that we 
confront him. It must 
be done when, where, 
and how we choose. 
badly mistaken. First it is Iraq, not the U.S., 
that is the aggressor. It is Iraq that has de­
fied U.N. resolutions, and committed acts 
of war against the U.S. Iraq has continu­
ally fired missiles at American aircraft en­
forcing the U.N. mandated no-fly zones, has 
continually broken the treaty ending the 
Gulf War, and has attempted to assassinate 
former President Bush. 
Second, there is nothing wrong with 
being the one nation with the courage and 
righteousness to stand up to such a terrible 
dictator. Many times throughout history 
those standing up for the right cause have 
found themselves in the position of being 
alone or among very few. During World War 
II Great Britain stood alone against Nazi 
Germany even though it risked the lives of 
all its people to do so. Winston Churchill 
knew Britain was fighting for a greater 
cause and commented that Britain was 
fighting "by ourselves alone, but not for our­
selves alone." During the Civil War, Presi­
dent Lincoln stood just about alone among 
top government officials in deciding to go 
ahead with the Emancipation Proclamation. 
The present situation is no different. We 
must act for those who 
cannot and in spite of 
those who refuse to. 
Those who argue 
we should take no ac­
tion and who protest 
for peace have the best 
of intentions. However, 
by opposing action, 
they are condemning 
the very people they al­
legedly care about to a 
kind of hell on earth. 
Like its neighbors to the south, Iraq should 
be a rich nation that is able to provide a 
comfortable life to its people. Instead, 
Hussein has squandered Iraq's vast oil 
wealth on weapons programs, a military 
state designed to maintain his power and 
punish opposition, and two wars of aggres­
sion. Saddam Hussein has killed, tortured, 
imprisoned, or ordered the rape of thou­
sands of Iraqis. How can those who sup­
posedly care about the human rights and 
lives of the Iraqi people work to keep them 
under the control of such a murderous re­
gime? 
No one wants to see civilian casual­
ties, but experience has taught us that those 
who suffer under such regimes are not only 
grateful when finally freed, but are willing 
to sacrifice if need be. Afghanistan is only 
the most recent example of this. During the 
liberation of Europe in World War II civil­
ians suffered a heavy cost. Do those who 
oppose action in Iraq because of the risk of 
civilian casualties really believe that the 
French, Italians, Russians, and every other 
people liberated in that war would have 
preferred to live under Nazi rule rather than 
endure the risks that liberation required? 
The Iraqi people deserve to be liberated, not 
condemned to suffer under the hand of 
Saddarn Hussein. 
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NEWS FROM THE GW COMMUNITY 
Trick or Treat 
The annual Student Bar Association Halloween Party is slated for 
Thursday night, October 31st. In years past, the event has been held on 
a Friday night, although this year Halloween falls on a Thursday. For a 
night, law students shed their identities and dress up in c ostumes, with 
possibility of winning prizes as best of show. Drink specials are also 
offered. Advance-sale tickets are ten dollars, and the SBA will be 
selling them starting Monday, October 21st in the Burns Alcove. 
Friends and Family Plan 
The weekend of Friday, October 11th through Sunday, October 13th, 
saw a huge influx of former students and family members come to the 
University's campus. Also, for those law students nostalgic for their old 
college sports teams, the University kicked off its annual Midnight 
Madness in t he midst of entertainment and a scrimmage with the men's 
and women's basketball teams. The University also hosted two sold-out 
shows featuring comedian Jay Leno, and a speaking engagement by CNN 
anchor Wolf Blitzer. Finally, visitors had the opportunity to take a 
horse-drawn tour of Foggy Bottom. 
A Surprise Appearance 
On Monday, October 14th, the Law S chool hosted a panel of judges 
from India's judiciary in the moot court room. Supreme Court Justice 
Sandra Day O'Connor made a surprise appearance, much to the excite­
ment of those in at tendance. 
Taking Charge of the Streets 
On the evening of Thursday, October 10th, the streets on the campus 
could be heard with chants by men and women vocalizing their support 
to "take back the night." The event, annually held at the University, was 
accompanied by a candlelight vigil and speeches. Each year, students 
participate to express their opposition to sexual assault. 
&e.t Outta My Way 
The GW Hatchet recently referred to Student Bar Asso ciation Trea­
surer Zach Ellis as the current SBA President when he appeared at a 
recent Student Association meeting to voice concerns over the SA's 
budget. Rumors of a coup-de-etat are far-fetched, and there are no 
indications that SBA President De' Famuyiwa will be replaced. When 
asked about these rumors both Ellis and Famuyiwa broke into laughter. 
FYT 
The Law S chool recently served as host to a number of lectures on 
various topics of interest. Among them, on Thursday, October 17th, the 
Law S chool hosted an I.P. Work in P rogression Presentation, presented 
by Professor David Post from Temple University School of Law. On 
Friday, October 18th, Law S chool Professor Dick Pierce led a luncheon 
presentation entitled "What Is a Navigable Water: Canoes Count But 
Kayaks Do Not." 
The SBA Beat 
BY TROY D. BYERS 
Staff Writer 
The attendance at the most recent 
Student Bar Association meeting grew as 
the 1L representative election was formally 
ratified by the SBA, bringing in represen­
tatives from the four day sections (no rep­
resentatives were elected from the evening 
section). The new reps, Stefano Formica 
(Section 11), Christina Rodriguez (Section 
12), Rebecca Carvalho (Section 13), and 
Deborah Motyka (Section 14), were in at­
tendance for the ratification of the election, 
which occurred nearly three weeks ago. 
Rodriguez said of the first meeting that 
"[although we're still trying to figure out 
where we fit in the SBA, our first meeting 
went well." Motyka affirmed that she "was 
impressed by how well organized it was." 
Rodriguez went on to say that "[e]ven 
though we [the 1L reps] are the new kids in 
the SBA right now, I think we all feel that 
this is go ing to be a rewarding experience, 
and we're looking forward to a great year 
with the SBA." 
The meeting itself was notably silent, 
with more comments being evoked by com­
mittees than issues proposed. Most note­
worthy was the announcement by the 
American Bar Association Committee on 
the Law School participation in VITA, a 
program organized by the ABA/LSD to as­
sist the community in preparing their taxes 
at the beginning of next year. Specifically, 
services will be provided for the indigent, 
elderly, and non-English speaking members 
of the community. The other most signifi­
cant issue raised was the prospect of switch­
ing from a 1 4-ton 13-week semester sched­
ule. So far, Dean Young has issued a rec­
ommendation; its fate now lies in the hands 
of the faculty. Other subjects broached in­
cluded the ski trip being organized by the 
Commencement Committee, and the sub­
mission of a constitution to the Judiciary 
Committee for a legitimate, and eventually 
budgeted, law school softball team. Perhaps 
one of the most muted points raised was 
the official return of thirsty Thursdays. 
Though they were slated to begin the sec­
ond week of October, red tape prevented 
Lambda Law, the first sponsor, from kick­
ing off the Thirsty Thursday season. 
Following the latest SBA meeting, 
many members of the SBA, along with a 
few fellow law students, marched over to 
the Student Association meeting, where the 
agenda included the passage of a proposed 
budget. During the public comment session 
many law students declared their frustra­
tion with the budget disparity between the 
Law School and the Medical School. The 
Medical School allegedly recoups twice of 
what it gives the Student Association, while 
the Law School barely recovers half of its 
contribution. Notwithstanding the protests, 
the SBA Budget was passed by the SA as 
proposed, leaving the SBA short about 
$4000 from what was originally expected. 
SBA Treasurer Zachary Ellis said that t]his 
shortfall illustrates the continual lack of 
respect given the Law School by the stu­
dents of the University as a whole. When 
asked what this means for the student 
groups at the Law School, Ellis said that 
"fw]e will be forced to walk a fine line 
throughout the remainder of this year in an 
attempt to provide a large number of qual­
ity events while remaining within our bud­
get (and v\exl assured, we w\V\ continue to 
tight for more funds during our mid-year 
meeting in January and through the SA co-
sponsorship process." 
Editor's Note: The Editor-in-Chief 
of this publication, Mark Hershfield, is a 
Student Association Senator. Mr. 
Hershfield took no part in the editing of 
this story. 
The SA Report 
SA Budget Passes Amid Student Frustration 
BY JOHN LOVRICH 
Staff Writer 
The October 8 Student Association meeting was 
billed as a very important event. The SA was going to de­
cide on the budget for various student clubs, organizations, 
and groups. These groups presented the case for their cause 
during the initial public comment at the beginning of the 
session. Each of the student groups that wanted to be heard 
had at least one representative present to speak for one 
minute or less. 
When the meeting started, the room on the fourth 
floor of the Marvin Center was absolutely packed, with 
perhaps more then 125 people present. Once the students 
began speaking in their one-minute increments, they fol­
lowed each other in rapid succession. Some thanked the 
SA for its allocation, some just wanted to inform the com­
mittee as a whole about certain events, but most of the 
students there were interested in presenting their case in 
front of the SA for an increase in the allocation of funds 
for their organization. 
The groups that showed up in greatest numbers in­
cluded the Student Bar Association, the baseball club team. 
and the WRGW, the University's radio station. The SBA 
budget was $24,045, down from approximately $28,000 
the SBA received during the course of the previous year. 
The baseball club team was allocated $350, less than a 
tenth of other local club baseball teams. WRGW was given 
$4,725, down from $8,500 last year. WRGW even went so 
far as to state that it would be very difficult, if not impos­
sible, for them to continue operations unless they received 
at least the same amount as last year. But all of the actions 
of these student groups to increase their allocations 
amounted to nothing. 
After the period for initial public comment, most of 
the general public left the room. The SA senators then be­
gan their debate. Almost immediately, an amendment was 
put forth. An undergraduate senator, Adam Greenman, 
proposed increasing the budget for the SBA by $4,000, the 
baseball club team by $650, and WRGW by $4,000. 
Greenman proposed to cut the budget of the Student Asso­
ciation Senate by $3,000, the Medical School by $650, and 
the co-sponsorship fund by $5,000. A strong start, but un­
fortunately it turned out to be the brightest hope of the 
entire evening. Things went down from there. 
SA Senator J.P. Blackford, Chairman of the Rules 
Committee, was the leader of the group challenging any 
changes to the SA budget. Blackford insisted that if they 
"start amending the bill, they will never stop." He was 
sure that any effort that the SA expended would not make 
much difference in addressing the concerns of the student 
groups that had just presented their case. Most SA sena­
tors were of the same opinion as Blackford. SA Law School 
Senator Mark Hershfield and SA Graduate-At-Large Sena­
tor Leonor Velasquez did make some attempts to defend 
the amendment on its merits. Hershfield even offered cut­
ting a certain percentage of the budget for the GW politi­
cal parties in order to alleviate the crunch that may have 
been felt by the programs facing a lower budget. After 
Hershfield briefly spoke, opinion turned even more strongly 
against the amendment. Blackford consistently dismissed 
the concerns of all the student groups that appeared that 
night, basically accusing them of trying to rock the boat. 
Before finally voting on the amendment during numerous 
time extensions, many senators made a concerted effort to 
defend inaction against the original budget. The senators 
succeeded in their efforts, and the amendment was quashed. 
Another undergraduate senator, Kate Rocco, made 
See SA page 15 
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Columbus: In His Own Words 
BY GUALBERTO GARCIA JONES 
Staff Writer 
I am writing this article in response 
to the posters that were put up all over the 
law school on Columbus Day. My hope is 
that by reading the diary of Columbus's first 
voyage to the New World, we may dispel 
the ignorant and bigoted ideas expressed 
in the poster. As you will see by his own 
words, although Columbus was not a saint, 
neither was he the monster portrayed in the 
posters. He was a merchant interested in 
commerce. Also, he was a just and humane 
man. He was honorable at a time when 
force, not respect, was a prerequisite for 
trade. He was also a deeply religious man. 
Columbus parted from El Puerto de 
Palos in the Spanish province of Huelva on 
Friday, August 3rd, 1492. Many of his sail­
ors were conscripts since most people at this 
time believed they were sailing off to the 
Finis Terrae, the end of the world. By the 
tenth of October, nine weeks and a mutiny 
later, Columbus described the state on board 
his ship: 
"He told his people, 44 miles and no 
more. His people could not bear it any 
longer, and were complaining of the long 
voyage, but the Admiral (Columbus) pushed 
them as well as he could, encouraging them 
with the prospect of great profits. He had 
sailed to the Indies, and so it would be un­
til finding them, with the help of the Lord." 
His faith is incredible, and shows what a 
terrible conviction and self-assurance Co­
lumbus must have possessed. 
Finally, the next day at 10 at night a 
sailor named Rodrigo de Triana spotted a 
bonfire in the distance and gave the signal 
that land was ahead. At 2 in the morning 
on Friday, October 12, 1492, they saw the 
first island. 
The next day Columbus stepped on 
the land and claimed possession of it for 
the kings of Spain. Here it is important to 
note that the main force behind the financ­
ing of the expedition was to reach the spice 
islands and establish exclusive trade (e.g., 
shut out the Portuguese). The taking of pos­
session indicated that only Spain could 
trade and proselytize in that land. This was 
of course the custom at the time and was 
understood and respected by most European 
sovereigns. 
That very day Columbus had his first 
encounter with the inhabitants of the island. 
He wrote, "I, in order to establish the friend­
ship of these people, and because I knew 
these were people that would fare better and 
convert to our holy faith by love and not by 
force, gave them some red bonnets and 
some glass jars which they put around their 
necks as well as some other things of little 
value with which they took such pleasure 
and stayed with us so that it was amazing." 
The motive behind Columbus' voy­
age is apparent from this passage, namely, 
to establish good relations with the natives, 
convert them to the church, and profit by 
it. Of course he does give them things of 
little value, but this is different from being 
a thief, a rapist, a torturer, or a racist. He 
seeks to convert through trade and love. 
The way he describes the physique of 
the native people is marvelous. "They 
seemed like very poor people. They walked 
around the way their mothers had bore 
them, also the women, although I only saw 
one young woman, a id all that I saw were 
young men, none older than thirty years, 
very well formed, with beautiful bodies and 
faces, with hair as silky and thick as that of 
the tail of horses.... They are all of noble 
stature and well made." As he described 
their painted bodies he also noticed that 
some men had war wounds and he enquired 
about them and he wrote, 
"They told me how people from other 
islands ... came and tried to take them, and 
they defended themselves. I thought and 
still think that here come people from the 
main land to take them captive. They must 
be honest and intelligent people because I 
noticed them very quick to grasp what was 
said. I thought that they would become 
Christians readily, and they seemed to have 
no sect. If it is pleasing to your majesties, I 
will bring six of the natives with me so that 
they may learn to speak out language." 
Looking for gold and other precious 
items, Columbus left his first landing site 
and continued across the island, describ­
ing the amazing speed of the canoes of the 
natives and how they came to the ships 
bringing them food and water and birds and 
giving all of it for whatever they were given. 
He wrote, "Some of them would come 
swimming up to us and ask us if we came 
from heaven. And an old man was brought 
up to us in a canoe and they would all say 
come and see the men come from the sky, 
bring them food and water.... Many men 
and women came giving us things and pros­
trating themselves and asking us to come 
to land with them." 
Columbus does mention that, if the 
kings wanted to, they could keep all of the 
natives captive or even take them all to 
Spain, but that little or no force would be 
necessary because they were very simple 
people. Of course, Columbus knew he was 
serving the interests of the kings of Spain 
(known as the Catholic Kings, Isabel and 
Ferdinand) who were at war with the Por­
tuguese in the west, and the last of the 
Muslim stronghold in the south of Spain. 
The Spanish were a conquered and a con­
quering people, but so were the natives. 
Columbus wrote after describing the calm­
ness of the sea that, "all the islands are in­
habited, and they make war on each other." 
As the days passed, Columbus noticed 
the little decorative pieces of gold worn by 
the natives and went in search of the king 
of the islands. While looking for the king 
of the islands and finding only empty vil­
lages, he wrote, "while we were looking for 
water we came upon a village, and the 
people, since they heard us, had all fled, 
leaving their houses and hiding all of their 
clothes and everything they had along the 
countryside. I did not allow my men to touch 
anything even things as worthless as a sew­
ing needle." 
Columbus's insistence on not taking 
anything without the owner's permission 
and some kind of exchange, as well as his 
repeated allusions to the desirability of con­
verting the natives to Christianity, shows 
that his attitude, while always self-inter­
ested, was more like what would be ex­
pressed for the annexation of a new region 
more than the subjugation of another race 
or society. 
While surely many Spanish men ex­
ploited the natives with their military su­
periority, Queen Isabel was intent on con­
verting the natives to Christianity, which 
in turn would have forbidden their enslave­
ment. Columbus was well aware of the 
Queen's wishes and therefore he acted ac­
cordingly. 
We will never know whether Colum­
bus acted as he said he did in his diary, but 
it is certainly better to judge a person by 
what he wrote that he did, rather than by 
mere hatred and rancor. 
Disease and technological inferiority 
dictated the change in power and sover-
A Violation of Ethics? 
BY PAUL J. MEISSNER 
Opinion Editor 
By its very nature, the whole legal 
profession lives on competition. From ne­
gotiations at the bargaining table to the 
courtroom, lawyers are actively competing 
against one another to get their parties and 
interests the upper hand. This competitive 
spirit is no less extent in law schools. Con­
stantly, potential lawyers stay up late drill­
ing esoteric legal topics and furiously com­
pete against one another to get on law jour­
nals. They fight constantly to get into the 
best law firms and most prestigious gov­
ernment agencies. Competition is definitely 
the spice of life in law school. 
Sometimes, a healthy competitive 
spirit can quickly turn for the worse. Law­
yers have acted outside the interests of their 
firms and clients. Some have violated the 
rules of ethics in the name of personal greed. 
Sometimes, students and lawyers make up 
for their inadequacies by embellishment and 
outright lying about their achievements and 
credentials. 
That would never happen here right? 
Wrong. A recent article in the in the Wash­
ington Post,, entitled "Jonathan Turley's 
Day (Minute?) in Secret Court," appearing 
under the column "The Reliable Source," 
written by Lloyd Grove casts doubt on that 
assertion. Washington Post, October 9, 
2002, Page C03. In this short feature, the 
author alleged that respected "renaissance 
lawyer" and GW Law Professor Jonathan 
Turley had engaged in certain, err, embel­
lishment of his credentials. For those who 
are not aware of this story, Grove specifi­
cally refers to an incident where Turley was 
on a radio show, "To the Point." This show 
was intended to be a constitutional debate 
about President Bush's anti-terrorism and 
surveillance procedures. 
The introduction to the program 
stated that Turley had "appeared before" the 
secret Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Court while he was working at the National 
Security Agency. Turley's debate opponent, 
Stewart Baker, a former NS A general coun­
sel and court defender rebutted this claim, 
stating that Turley had not appeared before 
the secret court and that he was merely an 
intern who saw the inside of the court dur­
ing his internship at the NSA. Turley ap­
parently admitted that he was an intern for 
a summer and for two years during his law 
school education. Even though Turley had 
been upfront about his internship in the 
past, he failed to correct the radio intro­
duction and a previous Los Angeles Times 
piece promoting the event. 
Turley stated that he had not been 
paying attention to the introduction and jus­
tified the oversight by arguing that, since 
he accompanied an NSA attroney to the 
court on two occasions, it was accurate to 
say that he had appeared before the court. 
He added 'This morning, my 4-year-old in­
sisted 1 wa s a zebra, but I didn't feel the 
need to correct him until he started insist­
ing that we both put on feed bags." See 
Washington Post, October 9, 2002, Page 
C03. 
I believe this is extremely embarrass­
ing, not just to Professor Turley, but to the 
entire GW community. If the statements 
in Grove's article are accurate, 1 think the 
school and Turley should be ashamed. This 
makes the GW community look horrible. 
I, like all other students, have a vested in­
terest in the prestige and respect this law 
school has in the legal community. If the 
school succeeds, then its students get an ad­
vantage in the job market. 
I am also disturbed by the message 
this sends to law students. If I or any other 
GW student had engaged in such embel­
lishment, the penalties would no doubt be 
severe. If I lied about my grades during an 
interview with an employer, I would not be 
allowed to participate in any further CDO-
sponsored activities. If I cheated on the 
journal writing competition, I would be 
expelled. If I misrepresented my past em­
ployment credentials, I would be fired im­
mediately. 
Professors have to be role models for 
their pupils. Is there a different ethical stan­
dard for some professors here? These ac­
tions or omissions, in my opinion, consti­
tute nothing less than the ethical violations 
committed by corporate failures, such as 
Enron. The root of all embellishments, I 
think, is greed. The greed here is the want 
to have the more prestigious resume and to 
look better than the next guy. Nothing, in 
my opinion comes close to justifying it. 
Professor Turley's justification fails 
to come close to passing muster here. Along 
with everyone else in the general public, I 
dislike being even passively compared to a 
four-year-old. When appearing in public, 
any inaccuracies in a professor's creden­
tials should be corrected before the inter­
view. 
I know Professor Turley and some of 
his peers on the faculty want to get out there 
and get in the media. It makes them look 
good, and it makes the law school look 
good. But if the reputation of the law school 
suffers as a result of their appearance, 
maybe sometimes professors would do the 
university and their students more good 
staying off the air. 
eignty from the natives to the Spanish, not 
the cruelty of a single man. 
Just like the Muslims took over Spain, 
India, and most of Africa and attempted to 
convert and assimilate people to their way 
of life, so too did the Spanish, and so will 
every technologically superior civilization. 
The Spanish did not allow the enslavement 
of natives who were Christians, and since 
the Church had so much sway with the rul­
ers Ferdinand and Isabel, their main prior­
ity was to convert, their second to trade. 
I can't nor do I wish to defend the 
countless atrocities that the Spanish com­
mitted against the native peoples, but I can 
say that these atrocities were violations of 
the Christian faith and of the Spanish laws. 
Lastly, I would only like to note re­
garding the mention of "5(K) years of tour-
ism," that I think that when someone is born 
in a certain land he can't be considered a 
tourist any more than a person who hap­
pens to be of the same race as people who 
many generations past also came to this 
land from another place. 
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Riding on the Metro 
far from |ll(ll "dingo: 
e S 
• •  
One of the most underrated '80s pop 
bands is a group by the name of Berlin. 
Berlin had three hits back in the 1980s (if 
you know of more please let me know). The 
first is a song about what women feel when 
they see Erik Baptist: "Take my Breath 
Away." The second is what women say 
when they talk with me: "No More Words." 
The third is the subject of my opinion piece: 
"The Metro." 
The Washington Metropolitan area 
has the best metro system in the country 
hands down. One trip to NYC will make 
that fact very clear. Our metro system is 
clean, relatively safe, and allows Rockville 
natives to get to school without driving into 
the city. With that being said, like most 
things, the Metro is 
perfect. 1 have som
suggestions and 
ideas about 
how the • 
M e t r o  *  
can be 
i m 
proved. \ 
Ffet • 
I think the • 
trains need 
to run more fre-
quently. Standing **•» 
and waiting for a train for 
almost twenty minutes is not fun. This prob­
lem especially occurs late at night. Run­
ning subway trains on more frequent inter­
vals would make individuals more likely to 
use the Metro system. Also, trains also need 
to have more cars in order to alleviate the 
"crunch" that inevitably occurs during rush 
hour. Metro cars have seats for a reason. It 
is not a fun experience being scrunched up 
against a complete stranger. Adding one or 
two more cars to each train would go along 
ways towards solving this problem. 
Second, like many individuals, when 
nature calls I listen. Inside the Metro sys­
tem, however, this is very difficult to do. 
Bathrooms are only available in the case of 
an emergency and it is to the discretion of 
the station manager to let you use the fa­
cilities at all. I for one think the Metro needs 
bathrooms. Metro rides (with wait included) 
can easily surpass an hour; and after a night 
of bar-hopping, the ride can be an annoy­
ing experience to say the least. Safety con­
INSIDE 
• H ERSHFIELD'S: 
HEAD 
BY MARK HERSHFIELD 
cerns aside for the moment, such facilities 
are needed in the Metro for public heath 
reasons. 
Rules of etiquette also need to be fol 
lowed on the Metro. For example, playing 
music through a Walkman or Discman so 
the whole train is forced to listen to the 
music is a little rude to say the least. Be 
sides listening to music, it also rude for 
people to hold conversations so the entire 
car can hear it. If you need to talk, use in­
side voices please. Perhaps, the most an­
noying people are those who talk on their 
cell phones while riding on the Metro. Sure, 
if you have a cell phone in an emergency, 
you can use it, but to hold twenty-minute 
conversations on your cell phone while 
ridi  on the Metro to quote 
teph from Full 
House, "How 
rude!" A little 
more deco 
• rum and 
courteous 
• behavior 
" would (1) 
• give me a 
• chance to 
• sleep in peace 
and (2) improve 
« » * * everybody's overall 
experience on the Metro. 
What is the point of having escala­
tors if you are constantly going to take them 
out of service? I have no clue, because that 
simply makes no sense. Taking these esca­
lators out of commission is unfair to those 
individuals with handicaps or small chil­
dren in strollers, and it is also unfair to the 
rest of the patrons. Escalator outages cause 
delays and long lines to simply get from 
one place in the station to another. 
I am a frequent user of the Metro sys­
tem. I would guess that I spend over 200 
minutes a week on the Metro. This allows 
me the opportunity to catch up on sleep, 
and to get from one place to another in a 
short period of time without worrying about 
having to find a place to park. The Metro 
system, however, can be improved. If people 
would simply be more courteous and the 
operators take into account passengers' 
valid needs, the experience would be even 
better. 
Yes, People Do Take Their 
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BY PAUL J. MEISSNER 
Opinion Editor 
While I was sitting with my group 
eating my meager lunch, a friend of mine 
brought up a particular strange incident in­
volving two New York radio "shock jocks," 
Opie and Anthony, who dared a couple to 
have sex in the city's Catholic cathedral. 
Listeners were outraged and complained. 
The NYPD went down to the church and 
arrested the couple for a host of crimes in­
cluding trespass and indecent exposure. The 
couple were not the only people who were 
reprimanded. The FCC immediately disci­
plined Opie and Anthony, those who had 
promulgated the act. Since they had mus­
tered quite a reputation for precipitating 
rude conduct over the years, they were fired. 
Well, someone in my lunch group, a good 
friend of mine, said people take religion way 
too seriously. Basically, she said, people are 
still all Puritans. 
A few weeks later, I was at lunch with 
a different group, and we were discussing 
the never-ending turmoil in the Middle 
East. A new acquaintance of mine com­
mented that instead of getting people of dif­
ferent faiths to get along, we should get rid 
of religion altogether. I did not know if h e 
was serious or he was kidding, and I like to 
pick my battles, so I exercised discretion 
there. 
Six months ago, my fiancee, a mod­
erate Catholic, attended Ash Wednesday 
service. For those of you are not Catholic, 
the whole rite is simply done to mark to 
beginning of the season of Lent, a six-week 
period of self-reflection and reconciliation. 
The priest or a lay minister of the Church 
marks the person's head with ashes in the 
sign of a cross. When she got her ashes and 
went back to work, people in her office made 
fun of her and her co-worker who was also 
Catholic. The funny thing is that the people 
who made fun of her all called themselves 
liberals and were practicing members of the 
Jewish faith.These are only three small ex­
amples of a lot of anti-religious sentiment 
not only here but throughout the nation's 
capital. Perhaps I am not used to living here; 
perhaps I am just getting used to being at a 
secular school (I went to a Catholic high 
school and college). The truth is I find such 
an environment to be completely alien to 
me. For the last two years, I have tried to 
understand anti-religious sentiment and 
hopefully address it logically and construc­
tively. 
First, I try to identify the roots of the 
anti-religious attitude. Perhaps people get 
a bad impression of religion because all they 
see is the bad stuff. Well, to address that 
concern, humans create religion, so it is 
imperfect in nature. Let's face it: Religious 
institutions have been involved in some bad 
things lately. I was quite upset about the 
allegations that Catholic priests were en­
gaged in misconduct as stories came out 
over the summer. I was mortified to hear 
about bomb scares at abortion clinics and 
shooting of abortion providers. Of course, 
that was nothing compared to the tragedies 
on September 11, 2001, when Muslim fa­
natics acted on their perversion of a good 
and peaceful faith to kill thousands of in­
nocent people. 
Regardless of the obvious flaws of 
organized religion, there are thousands of 
tangible (and intangible) benefits to it. For 
millions around the world, religious mis­
sionaries have fed the poor and provided 
shelter. Here in the United States, schools 
and hospitals exist to fill the voids left by 
inadequate local and national governments. 
Religious charities run soup kitchens, half­
way houses, and homeless shelters. All this 
is done without asking any participant to 
accept their dogmas or teachings. It is all 
done just to make this world a little better. 
Now, let us look at the intangible ben­
efits to having a religion. Religions provide 
and augment a sense of community. This is 
not only a recent trend. Throughout all of 
history, just about every civilization and 
culture has had strong theological beliefs. 
Even today in our era of separation of 
church and state, even though the church 
wisely does not play a role in the state, mil­
lions of citizens in Western civilization 
claim to have an affiliation with some 
church or at least claim to have a spiritual 
side. 
This connection between people and 
their religious beliefs cannot be understated. 
The last major world leader who tried to 
purge religion from the masses was none 
other than Joseph Stalin. Even though I was 
not a history major, I pretty much under­
stand that Stalin was not a nice guy. His 
destruction of Russian churches was only 
tolerated by the masses because to speak 
out would cause retribution none would 
wish for their worst enemy. Now, that the 
Russian brand of communism has fallen, 
the Orthodox Church picked up right where 
it left off. Therefore, to think that people 
would easily give up their belief systems is 
literally illogical or perhaps insane. 
Therefore, 1 think those who actively 
speak out against religion fail to understand 
the vital role it plays among billions of hu­
mans in every society and walk of life 
throughout all of history. To downgrade its 
importance or to purge its existence in or­
der to inspire world peace may seem like a 
practical way to bring world peace, but any 
person who theorizes this is the one who is 
closed-minded and unenlightened. Who are 
we to judge others for their personal be­
liefs? Who are we to say what is best for 
everyone? After all, even though religion 
has been used to bring out the worst in 
people, most times it brings out the best. 
"uesday, October 22, 2002 Nota Bene 
FEATURES 
The Bar Review 
Murphy 
BY TROY D. BYERS 
Stu ff Writer 
Tired of the run-of-the-mill cookie-
cutter Irish pub that sings the same old Irish 
songs and caters to the same old sorority 
girls? Then Murphy is definitely not for you. 
This Old Town Alexandria pub is popular 
with people arguably across America. In 
fact, its popularity is an absolute understate­
ment, as this two-level establishment gets 
packed with an oh-so-not-impressive clien­
tele. After fighting your way to the bar or 
to the loo, you do want those country roads 
to ake you home, and you don't even care 
who the !@#$ is Alice. Murphy is by no 
means all that bad. however. The staff is 
amazingly prompt and courteous, consid­
ering the gaggles they have to crawl over. 
The food was by and large pretty decent, 
though one might wisely avoid the so-called 
hot and spicy buffalo wings. There are many 
things the Irish do very well: beer, whis­
key, cabbage, corned beef. Lucky Charms. 
What they know nothing of is hot and spicy. 
However, a juicy New York Strip sandwich 
for a mere seven dollars in the middle of a 
night of drinking makes one feel something 
like a Mongol warlord: stately, yet with an 
air of barbarism. 
As far as the singles scene, Murphy 
draws a pretty diverse crowd. There a lot of 
variety, but not exactly what one would call 
the finest cuts in the butcher shop. But 
thanks to Guinness, this need not always 
be a big issue. 
If you find yourself in Old Town, and 
absolutely have to go, remember that Thurs­
day through Saturday there is live music 
upstairs and downstairs, typically with their 
admittedly respectable house band playing 
downstairs. There is no cover, but make sure 
you arrive early if you actually plan to find 
a seat. On the weekend, this translates to 
about 8 p.m. Also, parking can be nothing 
less than a Herculean feat, with the already 
crowded streets choked with SUVs. 
Murphy is located in Old Town Al­
exandria, right on the north side of King 
Street. Coming from DC, exit 395-South 
at the King Street Exit (Highway 7) and 
head East for about two miles. By Metro, 
take the Yellow Line towards Huntington 
and get off at the King Street Metro station 
and it is right there. 
TWO (HEL)L © 
BY ERIK BAPTIST 
Staff Writer 
So it appears that I tend to start my 
articles with comments about my previous 
column, and this time is no different. 
First, Gary wanted me to apologize 
to him and clear the air with everyone else. 
Gary's dedication to our flag football team 
is unparalleled: he organized the team, at­
tended the captains' meetings, and went to 
Target to get us jerseys. But, Gary, all this 
commitment to our team still does not ob­
viate the fact that you cut the sleeves off 
your jersey, wear multiple sweatbands, and 
have a fake tattoo of a wild animal on your 
arm. Hey, if style was directly proportional 
to talent, you would be the next Jerry Rice. 
Unfortunately, it is not. And in your case, 
style is directly proportional to fumbling, 
tripping over flags, and running the wrong 
way on the field. But you do have heart -1 
will give you that. 
Second, Marge, I must apologize to 
you. What was I thinking? The last thing 
you need is to have me write about you (just 
ask Reba, Gary, etc.). You already have 
enough issues to deal with, considering that 
you're a 1L and all. From what I remem­
ber of last year, you are probably busy de­
ciding which study group to be in, trying to 
figure out what the hell an outline is sup­
posed to look like, attempting to avoid be­
ing mentioned in the Friday morning gos­
sip, thinking of a good costume to wear for 
the Halloween party, and freaking out about 
exams and grades. Aw, who am I kidding 
- you're probably still daydreaming about 
me and concocting some plan to woo me 
into your heart. Well, for starters, a friendly 
smile and "hello" will get you in the door. 
That may be asking for too much, but I'm 
willing to give you a chance. 
After my last column, one of my 
friends (I shall call her "Mildred") came 
up to me and said that she hoped she would 
not get on my bad side because she did not 
want me to write about her. I hadn't even 
thought about mentioning her... until later 
that day. You see, the journal that Mildred 
is on likes to send emails to everyone an­
nouncing its outstanding member of the 
week - the Geek of the Week, if you will. 
She apparently won every week last month, 
earning her the distinction the Sap of Sep­
tember. Basically, the journal told all its 
members that they should look to Mildred 
as an exemplar of a "good" journal mem­
ber. Congrats, Mildred. You deserved it. I 
don't know anyone else who photocopied 
every page of a 400-page book, volunteered 
to sleep at the journal house to "double-
check everyone else's Bluebooking," drove 
up to Northwest Ohio State University's law 
school to get a rare law review article for 
source collection, and went to Capitol Hill 
to meet with a congressman to discuss his 
"legislative intent" in a particular statute. 
Congrats, loser. 
Is it just me, or am I being mean in 
today's column? Maybe it's because some 
of Nota Bene's bitterness has rubbed off on 
me. Has anyone else noticed that there is a 
prevailing "I-hate-this-law-school-so-
much-that-I'm-going-to-write-about-it" at­
titude in many of this newspaper's col­
umns? Maybe I need to brush up on my 
Latin, but I'm starting to think that Nota 
Bene must translate into "Bitter Law Stu­
dent." I, for one, think that we students 
should look to ourselves for many of the 
problems that we encounter at this school. 
I'm sure you're thinking to yourself, "What 
the hell is Erik talking about." Well, settle 
down, and I'll tell you. 
Yes, that elevator has been broken 
since last year, but have you thought about 
why it is constantly broken? My theory is 
that those students with the "wheelie" back­
packs who take this elevator to the second 
floor probably caused the damn contraption 
extensive stress and wore it down before 
its life expectancy. And speaking of those 
lazy students, what in the world are they 
thinking about by taking that rickety, old 
elevator (not to be mistaken for the very 
rickety, old elevator near the library's main 
entrance) just one floor? I know those back­
packs have straps that allow you to wear 
that bag on your back (hence, "backpack"), 
so why don't you do it? I don't know, nor 
will anyone else ever know. But I do know 
this: I will give you a "thumbs down" and 
"booooo" you until my vocal cords snap as 
you exit the elevator on the second floor. I 
encourage everyone else in the elevator to 
start doing the same. If being considerate 
can't change their actions, we will shame 
them into reforming their ways. 
Again, I know what you're thinking: 
"But, Erik, what about the vending ma­
chines that never have anything in them, 
except for that orange soda called Fanta?" 
Good point, but again, we must blame the 
students. We are too lazy to leave our fine 
building and get a drink, so we look to what 
the vending machines have to offer. I must 
remind (or inform) my fellow students that 
the Lady of the Cart (sometimes better 
known as the "Cart Lady") is only 50 feet 
away. Moreover, most people don't know 
this, but much of our tuition money funds 
her entrepreneurial venture and her trusty 
sidekick, Willy. She has a wide variety of 
food - from burnt hotdogs to moldy pret­
zels - and a great selection of drinks. And 
don't worry, if you don't have enough 
money for food, you can rest assure that at 
least the drink that you buy will smell like 
a bad combination of hotdogs, pretzels, and 
mustard. 
These are just two of the many com­
plaints that I have read in recent editions 
of Nota Bene, but as I have demonstrated, 
we students - not the administration - are 
to blame for such problems. Once we 
change our ways, we will unlock the magic 
that is known as The George Washington 
University Law School. Or something like 
that.... 
Student Organization Spotlight: 
The Jewish Law Student 
Association 
BY EDDIE GOMEZ 
Features Editor 
The Nota Bene will be spotlighting a 
student organization every issue. This week, 
we are featuring the Jewish law Students 
Association (JLSA). We will strive to re­
veal as much as we can, including the goals 
of the organization and other juicy tidbits 
of information. Enjoy. 
How the hell are you? 
Urn...fine. 
Who the hell are you? 
I'm Nick Dietz. 
What do you do? 
I'm President of JLSA and I'm a 2L. 
So how did you guys get started ? 
Well, JLSA existed in name only for 
the past several years. It did absolutely noth­
ing, but there was an executive board and 
an actual membership. It all started last 
Passover when I was looking around to see 
if there were any events and I stumbled upon 
JLSA's link at the GW site. The link had 
an e-mail address and a contact name, so I 
contacted the person and was informed that 
the organization basically didn't exist. At 
the same time, there were other students 
who were doing the same thing. We all got 
together, held elections, and here we are. 
What do you guys do? 
One of our main things is holidays. 
We tell people where services are being 
held, what time, etc. We just had holidays 
in September and we might tell people to 
go to Hillel or whatever. We also conduct 
social activities. We had a happy hour a 
couple of weeks ago. About twenty people 
showed up. We plan to have more in the 
future. In a couple of weeks (around Octo­
ber 30th), we will have an outlining/exam 
tip session. Announcements will be posted. 
Do you guys have any more long-
term events planned? 
We're trying to get speakers. We will 
definitely have one for next semester, but 
we're trying to get one in for this semester. 
We will have more events, more happy 
hours, and speakers. We're just trying to 
get started, really. 
How big is JLSA? 
Already, we have fifty members. 
Starting from nothing, that's not bad. Baby 
steps. 
Yeah, I love Bill Murray too. You 
guys are new. How about funding? 
Well, last year's board didn't submit 
a budget, so we have no funding and rely 
on ad hoc contributions. We're just laying 
a foundation. Next year, we'll have a real 
budget and grow. 
How can people who are interested 
join? 
They can e-mail me at 
ndietz@ law.gwu.edu. 
What do you think is the biggest 
issue affecting Jews in this country? 
I think the Palestinian-Israeli conflict 
and the fact that there is so much anti-
Semitism stemming from it. In Europe, it's 
the worst since World War II. America and 
Israel are the only countries that are pre­
dominantly not anti-Semitic. Here, we don't 
experience it so much, but everywhere else 
it's bad. There also a large media bias that 
subtly skews the facts. I think America is 
the best nation in this respect, but even the 
media here is biased. That's why I've turned 
to Fox News. 
Will you be president again next 
year? 
I'll abdicate at the end of this year. 
We'll need new blood. My reign of terror 
will be over soon enough. 
OK. I kn ow you might have a lim­
ited number to choose from here, but 
who's your favorite Jew? 
I Laughs). Where to begin? So many. 
I guess Moses. He hung out with God. 
That's a plus. And he traveled in the desert 
for forty years and no one gave him any 
trouble. 
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SEXLESS in 
the CITY 
A Survival Guide for the 
Suddenly Single 
BY SARAH HENSLEY 
Staff Writer 
Recently, I was informed that 1L 
break up season is upon us. I guess it makes 
sense; we've passed the mid-semester mark 
and the workload has begun to pick up. 
Relationships tend to take the back burner 
when you find yourself locked in the "quiet 
room" twelve hours a day. Then there are 
the distractions: beer, cute guys (or girls) 
around school, beer. When you do find time 
to talk to your S.O., you dwell on your per­
formance in Contracts that day, the annoy­
ing people in your section, or whether spe­
cific jurisdiction existed in Michigan. Then 
there's the greatest offense of them all: stu­
pid law school humor (as in interrupting 
him as he leans in to kiss you with a cry of 
assault — aren't you just a funny one!). If 
you also add the inherent strain of long­
distance relationships, you have a recipe for 
disaster. I'm not claiming it's easy to make 
the transition from couple to single — 
sometimes it's a move you just have to 
make. But before you hang yourself with 
the celibate rope, here's a brief guide on 
how to survive and thrive in your new role. 
And for those of us who are "still" single, I 
might point out that a little refresher course 
never hurt anyone. 
DO remember that being single is a 
choice. DON'T forget there's more to life 
than dating. DO remember there's more to 
life than studying and GPAs. DO flirt 
shamelessly. DON'T buy ten cats to substi­
tute for the children you might never have. 
DO have girls' night out. DON'T 
expect guys to buy you drinks. DO give out 
a fake number if the creep won't leave you 
alone. DON'T put a guy in a situation where 
he feels compelled to take your number, or, 
if you DO, DON'T expect a phone call. DO 
your share to educate males on the art of 
the kiss remember: practice makes per­
fect. DON'T invite a stranger home to 
cuddle, unless by cuddle you mean screw. 
DO tag along on guys' night out (young 
single men are all about the good time). 
DON'T use your Nota Bene column to ex­
plore your French maid fantasies. 
DO have a little crush. DON'T be­
come a stalker. DO hook up (outlets for 
sexual tension are good). DON'T hook up 
if you'll regret it later. DO wear your sexy 
underwear just because, but especially dur­
ing finals: black lace thongs are ALWAYS 
lucky. DON'T bitch about the lack of "avail­
able" men/women. DO realize that girl­
friends are expendable. DON'T play games 
unless you want games played on you. 
DO feel free to deck the next person 
who tells you your dream man is out there, 
you'll find him when "you Ye not looking/ 
you least expect it." DON'T implicate me 
in the battery charge. DO study at the med 
school library. DONT give up on the op-
Over and Under 
Across 
I Hot stuff 
6 Exchange 
10 Internet addresses 
14 Sailor's hitch 
15 Type of code 
16 Nifty 
17 Engages 
18 Concern 
19 Challenge 
20 Goes Exceeds 
the goal 
22 Border 
23 Paddle 
24 Flock gatherer 
26 News item 
29 Type of power 
31 Spirited 
32 Places for deodorants 
36 Lady 
37 Taxi grouping 
38 Plane part 
39 Ulterior meanings 
41 Southpaw 
42 Bear or cap lead in 
43 Overly eager speed 
4 4 car 
47 Crow's hello 
48 Diva's strain 
49 Misses the alarm 
56 NYC food shop 
57 Broad 
58 Expel from a country 
59 Scum bags 
60 Section 
61 Warning signal 
62 Follows something 
63 Baseball's Rose 
64 In place of 
Down 
1 Imitate 
2 Caesar's 1054 
3 Put to sleep 
4 Always 
5 Fix up 
Crossword 101 
By Ed Canty 
I«» SO 51 I fiflM 
6 Out of danger 
7 Habeas corpus, e.g. 
8 Space and dome lead in 
9 Brochure 
10 Misjudges 
11 Check the bill again 
12 Above average 
13 Maneuver 
21 Fodder 
25 Cauliflower 
26 Croatian 
27 Prison term 
28 Excessive approval 
29 Smile contemptuously 
30 Lyric poems 
31 Fuss 
32 Orthopedics' concern at 
times 
33 Huck's transport 
34 Speck 
35 Tricky 
37 Reexamination 
40 Also 
41 Uncontrolled 
43 Owns 
44 San Diego pitcher 
45 That's treat 
46 Slants 
47 Greek island 
50 Grape need 
51 Alter 
52 Way out 
53 Tara's locale 
54 Court bargain? 
55 Transmit 
tfrgtablgQwh; 
The shortest dis­
tance between two 
points is under 
construction. 
• Noelie Altito 
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posite sex and decide to live your life vi­
cariously through characters on your favor­
ite TV show. DO be picky. DON'T be easy. 
DO realize that you're not going to find new 
cheese unless you let the old cheese go. 
Dear Ron and John: This whole sniper thing has me 
freaked out. How can I stop living in fear? And do you 
think that they'll ever catch this madman? 
Ron's Advice 
This is a very frightening time for all of us in the 
Metro area. I was just back home in Clearwater last week­
end and I must admit that it really sucked to have to go 
home to a sniper. Other 2Ls in my classes have been freak­
ing out (unnecessarily, I think) and it's about time for Ron 
& Jon to step up and take care of business. But you have to 
keep in mind that WE ARE SAFE IN DOWNTOWN D.C. 
There is no place for him to go, hide, set up, shoot, and 
leave. Have you seen the traffic around here? The red lights? 
There was one related shooting in D.C., but that was very 
near the border with Maryland and in the suburbs. So while 
you're at school (and anywhere downtown), you're fine. 
However, I know that many students live in subur­
ban Maryland and Northern Virginia. You may have to 
get gas or go grocery shopping. Recently, many gas sta­
tions in those areas have begun selling full-service gas at 
self-serve prices, so you might try that. As far as groceries 
go, may I recommend www.peapod.com. This is a phe­
nomenal service I've been using for a long time, but I be ­
lieve their service areas are more limited in Maryland and 
Virginia, so check their website. Peapod basically uses 
Giant's warehouses and it's just like shopping at Giant 
(but they charge a delivery fee). 
Now, many of you may think that this advice is just 
a form of copping out and letting the sniper rule our lives. 
I agree with you. You have a greater chance of dying while 
driving your car, but we haven't stopped driving. So why 
stop pumping gas (or letting a Guardian Angel do it)? It is 
a pretty freaky way to go, I guess. But it's quick, painless, 
and you won't even hear the shot before you're dead. As 
for me, I'm standing very still. If he targets me, then it's 
just my time and I wouldn't want him to miss. For the rest 
of you, wear helmets. Or, as my buddy has started doing, 
whenever walking down the street, weave in between the 
street signs. Line of sight, baby, line of sight! When float-
Ron & John 
ing like a bee and stinging like a butterfly, try to catch a 
glimpse of yourself in the mirror so you could see that jack­
ass hopping around like a roach on acid. Then stop, get a 
grip, and continue with your life. Take solace: remember, 
there's always heart disease. 
As far as your second question goes, just leave it up 
to the professionals. Oh, and try to keep in mind who is 
searching for this guy - the wonder-men and -women who 
found Chandra Levy...oh wait, we're all dead. Don't worry, 
if the mindless thugs in blue don't find this guy, just stick 
around for about thirty-five years and wait until that jog­
ger in Rockville stumbles on a pile of bones next to a rifle 
- he'll be in trouble then. 
John's Advice 
Thanks for the questions. I th ink you speak for the 
vast majority of us who live in the D.C. area. As for your 
first question, like many people, I've been trying to devise 
ways not to become the sniper's latest victim. But I'm sure 
these attempts are futile when a crazed killer has you in 
his crosshairs. In any case, I th ink that people can be pro­
active and maintain some sort of piece of mind when they 
traverse throughout Washington and its suburbs. The D.C. 
police department has issued the following advice to people 
interested in staying safe: (1) when outside, always keep 
moving; (2) when walking, move quickly and in a zig-zag 
pattern; (3) if you must be outside, stay in the darkest area 
and stay low; (4) try to use any type of protective covering 
as a shield (e.g., stay between your car and the gas pump, 
or your civil procedure and criminal law books); (5) al­
ways be aware of your surroundings; and (6) if a shot is 
fired, get down, find cover, and always move in a quick 
zig-zag formation. 
For the most part, 1 think that this advice is sound. I 
would add, however, that once you hear a shot and get 
down, you should immediately get up, try to survey the 
area, and remember everything that you see. I am not con­
vinced that a white van is involved and, therefore, people 
should not be looking out for one. This is a Self-fulfilling 
prophecy because white vans are as common as a cold and, 
at any given time, you can probably find a white van in 
your vicinity. Because the sniper only shoots once, you 
should not be too worried about a second shot hitting you. 
That's my theory and I'm sticking to it. Take it or leave it. 
But if everyone keeps running away in fear and hiding 
when they hear a shot, no one is ever going to catch - let 
alone see - this man (or woman). 
This leads me to my response to your second ques­
tion. Will we ever catch him? I hope so - the sooner, the 
better. But I must admit that I have some reservations. 
Following my white van theory, I think the police are on a 
wild goose chase by running down this red herring. More­
over, in the Falls Church shooting at the Home Depot, the 
police shut down all of the major highways that ran through 
Fairfax County. But they failed to conduct such a sweep­
ing search of the streets that lead out of the area. Anyone 
with knowledge of northern Virginia can figure out how to 
escape by using side streets and avoiding highways. 
But there is hope. I am confident that this investiga­
tion is being led by more competent law enforcement offi­
cials than the usual D.C. murder cases. Anyone who 
watched the D.C. police incompetently try to solve the 
Chandra Levy mystery can breathe a sigh of relief that 
Chief Wiggum - ur, Chief Ramsey - is not leading the 
sniper case. 
I believe that this guy is some trailer trash who could 
not even make the military, never had any friends, was 
made fun of by everybody he ever knew, had his trailer 
impounded by the government, and never passed the 8 th 
grade. That last factor is the most important because his 
pure stupidity will get him caught in the end. It's not that 
difficult to get away from a crime scene when you shoot 
someone from 500 yards away. Even if the police can't get 
things right, he will be arrested because like every serial 
killer, he wants to be caught to take credit for his murders. 
Until next time, my friends, stay safe and don't forget to 
enjoy life. 
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The Adventures of 
Kristen and Sarah 
BY MINDY MANNLEIN 
MAXIM f/S 
Tips for the 1L Male 
BY STEFANO FORMICA 
Trickus v. Treatus 
Halloween is just around the corner, 
and what that means is a sweet night of 
candies and sugar. But no candy com is 
going to satisfy the sugar high we've been 
yearning for since day one of this whole 
ordeal we call law school. Nope, no Snick­
ers© for us. We need sugar mammas. The 
problem, of course, is that these women, as 
beautiful as they can be, are busy complain­
ing about some twerps who they met at the 
bar review who were from the same bam 
that they went to undergrad at! For the most 
part, though, the selection is great, and if 
you've followed any of the advice that 
MAXIMUS has given you, those long-dis­
tance relationships should be just about 
ready to fall apart at the seams. But there's 
still an extra step to finalize things. The 
Reese's Pieces© of relationships, the 
Hershey's Kisses© of love, oh yes, they are 
the "Halloween Tools for Successful Trick 
or Treating for Sugar Mammas," MAXI­
MUS style. 
First, find a "cute" costume. These 
sophisticated ladies 
have moved above and 
beyond their Animal 
House phase, and may 
no longer go for the toga 
or the Trojan soldier 
digs. These days, espe­
cially after reading 
about some of the sick 
characters in Criminal 
Law, like Yako (my 
hero), women are ready 
to be brought back into 
reality. Sensitivity is a 
must, and so we must look for the "roman­
tic" edge. Personally, I was thinking of be­
ing one half of a two-person pony costume. 
That way, I could go up to these ladies and 
ask them, in a romantic way of course, if 
they'd like to try on my "head-piece." 
They'll love that. Women love farm ani­
mals, they think they're soft and cuddly, 
especially women like Kristen and Sarah. 
They're the types that are ready for any­
thing, so, this will work for sure. Actually, 
probably a costume like Romeo or some­
thing like that would be better. Just avoid 
the red devil and Dracula costumes this 
year. 
Next, bring a bag of candy to school 
with you on Halloween. Be selective. These 
dolls are trying to cut down on the sugar, 
so avoid the traditional Mr. Goodbar©, and 
settle for something like rice cakes with 
light frosting on them. That gives you the 
whole health edge. Nothing says stability 
like long life expectancy, and deep pockets 
(which they know we'll all have in three 
years anyway). But you have to plant the 
seeds now, and rice cakes are definitely the 
way to go on this one. 
Now that you've got your spandex 
and solidified rice, you're ready to attend 
one of the many events on Halloween. Trick 
or treating around the embassies for cul­
tural candies could be romantic, but they 
• 
might not want to leave the rest of the group, 
unless you've got the pony costume on, in 
which case they'll feel safe in the DC streets 
(careful though, you might get mistaken for 
one of those artistic donkeys, and get graf­
fiti all over you). I suggest the S.B.A. Hal­
loween Party at Polly Esther's. It's a great 
place to mingle, and for ten bucks, you 
won't find a better bargain. (Except maybe 
two "number ones" from Taco Bell©; just 
don't expect to find them open if it's in the 
Marvin Center.) With the right costume, 
tricks, I mean, treats, and the right ambi­
ance, you're ready for Halloween. 
Tool number four: the look. Pick-up 
lines aren't going to work at this event, 
since you could be wearing a big gorilla 
mask (if you don't follow this article, 1 
mean), and voices are going to be muffled. 
What you need instead is the stare. Not the 
ordinary stare. These women have been 
through a lot over the past nine weeks, so 
they need even more sensitivity. Nope, no 
ordinary stare will do, you need the Care 
Bear Stare. Just look 
through those big cute 
plastic yellow eyeballs, 
and show her that you 
mean business, and that 
you really care about her 
treats. The way you do 
this is to look right 
through her, focusing 
on the fox in the French 
Maid costume twenty 
feet behind her. If you 
look right through her, 
she'll think you're look­
ing in her eyes, and having a "special mo­
ment," as they like to say. It'll be love at 
first sight, and you'll have your sugar 
mamma for as long as you keep those rice 
cake boxes coming in regularly. Don't 
worry, you won't have to eat any of them, 
just use a few of them for household tools, 
like coasters. They will think that you're 
eating them together, when you're really 
using them as doorstops (the rice cakes, I 
mean). 
Hopefully, after you've given her the 
right treats, the right looks, all while in the 
right costume, you two will be sailing away 
in that ship called love. You now have tools 
to avoid the jelly bellies and attract the sugar 
mammas. The only way you could screw 
this up is if you tell her to leave at three in 
the morning 'cause you have to study. Guys! 
When you want to sleep and can't get her 
out 'til morning, just put your arm around 
her and cuddle. I know this is hard to do, 
but if you imagine that she's your favorite 
pillow, the night will pass rather unevent­
fully, and that's just the way they like it! 
If you don't have a favorite pillow, 
then substitute that thought with your fa­
vorite lingerie model. Careful though, make 
sure you always keep that favorite NBA 
Finals moment in your head while doing 
so. This will ensure that you don't wake 
anybody up, if you know what I mean; in 
which case you'll have to cuddle some 
more, and that's not good for Civil Proce­
dure in the morning. 
Happy Halloween and good hunting! 
I m eant trick or treating, of course. 
Stefano Formica can be reached at 
sformica@law.gwu.edu. and if he doesn't 
respond, try him at dontcare@getalife.net. I 
Do you know the problem with using 
fake names out at the bars? Sometimes you 
get caught. For Tamara and I, this happened 
when a couple of guys approached us as 
the bar was closing. Naturally, as we never 
thought we would see them again, Tarn told 
Bill that her name was Sarah, while I at­
tempted to convince Ted that my name was 
Kristen. As it happened, before I could even 
get the lie out of my mouth, Ted said, "And 
I mean your real name." Like I would lie 
about my name? It was a shocking accusa­
tion! After that, I gave the whole act up and 
talked honestly with Ted. Meanwhile 
Tamara - who is a much better liar than 
me, by the way - had already given Bill her 
whole spiel. (Did you know that Sarah is a 
1L who wants to practice environmental law 
in her home state of Alaska? Originally, she 
majored in hearing and speech at the Uni­
versity of Maryland, but then I convinced 
her to go to law school. What can I say, I'm 
good!) 
The thing is, after talking with them 
a bit, they actually seemed pretty cool. And 
when Bill persisted in 
asking Tarn how she 
liked law school, it pre­
sented quite a moral 
dilemma. Should she 
tell the truth or con­
tinue with the lie? As 
you can imagine, the 
conversation took quite 
an interesting turn 
when she replied, 
"Funny story about 
that. You see, my name 
isn't actually Sarah, 
and I don't actually go 
to GW Law...." Amazingly, they took it 
quite well (after examining our IDs) and 
they stayed talking to us outside for over 
an hour after the bar closed. 
Lesson #3: It is always better to tell 
the truth, even if you will find yourself in 
an uncomfortable situation for the next fif­
teen to twenty minutes. The sooner the other 
person finds out about the lie, the less an­
gry he will be. In fact, Bill and Ted asked 
for our numbers and even walked us to our 
car. Plus they earned bonus points by call­
ing within four days. (Clearly they read the 
last installment of The Adventures!) 
Unfortunately, our further adventures 
with Bill and Ted were not so excellent. And 
if you think about it, we really should have 
seen that coming. When we met, Bill made 
the best quote of the night by saying, "You 
girls are better than Cosmo!" At the time 
we found it quite endearing, but really, what 
guy reads Cosmo?! Maxim, people, read 
Maxim. It actually provides very useful 
sexual tips on how to please a woman. Leam 
it. Live it. Love it. We do! (Love it, that 
is....) 
But back to Bill and Ted. We sug­
gested a late dinner at Chophouse, which 
we thought provided the perfect get-to-
know-you atmosphere, rather than meeting 
up at a bar, which tends to send the let's-
hook-up vibe. All was going well, or so we 
thought. The guys wanted to go out club­
bing; Tarn and I had to get up early and 
needed to metro home. We compromised 
by going to Adams Morgan for "a little 
while," and that's where the evening turned 
sketchy. 
While we just wanted to be friends, 
Bill and Ted had other ideas, and tried to 
pass off pulsing and throbbing up against 
us as "dancing." Take note, fellas, step back 
a few inches, please. We don't need to get 
up close and personal with your hard-ons 
on the dance floor. And they didn't even 
buy us drinks as compensation for the mo­
lestation! Unfortunately, due to their antics 
we missed the last train, but because they 
wanted to stay out longer, we had to take a 
cab from Adams Morgan to College Park. 
It was a sucky end to a sucky night, and we 
were not at all happy. Needless to say, we 
never talked to them again. Dating - it is 
indeed a slippery slope. 
Lesson #4: Never pull a Bill and Ted. 
Essentially, this means do not be idiots. 
More generally, though, it really brings to 
light a quite disturbing trend we have no­
ticed in guys lately: the "f*** me or f*** 
off' attitude. Whatever happened to just be­
ing friends? Don't get me wrong, no mat­
ter how this article might come off, I love 
guys. I have a blast hanging out with my 
boys, drinking beer and watching football. 
The problem is the guys we have encoun­
tered here clearly have other things on their 
agendas. Really, being "just friends" with 
people of the opposite 
sex is not the end of 
the world. In fact, it's 
fabulous! Do you want 
to know the real rea­
son girls like having 
guy friends? We actu­
ally harbor ulterior 
motives. (Yes, it's true. 
Sometimes we are de­
vious.) Personally, I 
have met many ro­
mantic interests 
through my guy 
friends. It's like this 
incredible gateway to the other side, I swear! 
So next time you meet a cute, cool chick 
that isn't interested in hooking up, so what! 
Be friends with her anyway. In doing so, 
you will meet a lot more girls, including 
her cute, single friends that are interested 
in dating you. Plus, hanging around girls 
can provide you insight into the complicated 
minds of women - which will help you out 
in future relationships. It's a win-win situ­
ation really. 
But fear not, we have devised a plan 
to deal with this troubling state of affairs. 
It seems as though guys are able to handle 
being friends with girls if, from the outset, 
they know the girl has a boyfriend. Thus, 
in an attempt to trick guys into being friends 
with us, we have decided that our alter egos 
are now going to have boyfriends. Yes, sorry 
to disappoint, guys, but Kristen and Sarah 
are no longer on the market. I wonder if 
this lie will catch up with us too...? Don't 
worry, we'll let you know how it works out. 
Hopefully, after you've 
given her the right 
treats, the right looks, 
all while in the right 
costume, you two will be 
sailing away in that ship 
called love. 
While we just wanted to 
be friends, Bill and Ted 
had other ideas, and tried 
to pass off pulsing and 
throbbing up against us 
as "dancing." Take note, 
fellas, step back a few 
inches, please. 
Nota Bene Tuesday, October 22,2002 Page 9 
FEATURES 
t 
The Movie 
Experience 
By Rebecca Fribush 
White Oleander 
Michell Pfeiffer as Ingrid and Alison 
Lohman as her daughter Astrid. 
Professor assign fifty pages to read 
for tomorrow? Summer job lead fall 
through? Elevator go out again, leaving you 
to walk up three 
flights of stairs with 
four casebooks in 
five minutes? Re­
lax. It could be 
worse. Much worse. 
You could be Astrid, 
the teenage heroine 
of White Oleander. 
White Olean­
der, based on Janet 
Fitch's novel, has 
enough dramatic 
twists and turns to 
make anyone forget about their own prob­
lems. As the movie opens, Astrid (Alison 
Lohman) and her artist mother Ingrid 
(Michelle Pfeiffer) are living together in 
neo-hippie harmony. Sure, Ingrid has bet­
ter things to do than go to Parents' Night at 
Astrid's school and is apparently incapable 
of keeping the fridge stocked with break­
fast staples, but she loves her daughter 
fiercely and takes on the challenge of mold­
ing her into an independent free-thinker -
just like herself. Astrid, for her part, is awed 
by her mother's confidence and blonde 
high-cheek-boned beauty. 
Then Ingrid takes a lover, who 
promptly cheats on her. She gets her re­
venge by murdering him, which puts her 
in jail and Astrid in a series of dysfunc­
tional foster homes. But Ingrid can't give 
up her desire to control her daughter, even 
from behind bars. 
Every time Astrid 
comes to visit her in 
prison over the sev­
eral-year span in 
which the movie 
takes place, Ingrid 
tries to turn her 
against the rest of 
the world and to­
wards her own 
skewed philosophy. 
"Love humiliates 
you; hate cradles 
you," she tells her. Giving in to anything is 
a sign of weakness. And anyone who offers 
unconditional, unthinking acceptance is 
"the enemy." We watch Astrid as she comes 
of age and finally learns to break free of 
her mother's unforgiving influence and fig­
ure out her own identity. 
Astrid's first foster mother is Starr 
(Robin Wright Penn), a flashy born-again 
Christian with a thing for fuchsia hot pants. 
From there, Astrid is placed in a kill-or-be-
killed group home with only one redeem­
ing quality - her growing friendship with 
misfit comic-book artist and fellow inmate 
Paul (Patrick Fugit). Next, she goes to live 
with Claire (Renee Zellweger), a kind-
hearted but fundamentally insecure actress 
who serves up great heaping platters of af­
fection. Ingrid, jealous of Astrid's bond 
with Claire (or maybe just insulted that any 
daughter of hers could find any use for 
someone so soft and fuzzy), decides to 
strike. She orchestrates a jailhouse meet­
ing with Claire. In one of the movie's most 
powerful scenes, she pokes Claire's neuro­
ses about her cheating, often-absent hus­
band and fading acting career so subtly that 
Claire hasn't the slightest idea what she's 
doing. But Astrid does, and she isn't sur­
prised in the least when this visit helps trig­
ger a tragedy for Claire. 
Angrily, Astrid vows never to talk to 
her mother again. She finds her way to one 
final foster 
home, with a 
Russian capital­
ist named Rena 
( S v e 11 a n a 
E f r e m o v a )  
who's collected 
a stable full of 
teenage girls to 
help run her 
used-clothing 
empire. 
The ex­
ceptional acting 
keeps the story from falling under the 
weight of its own melodrama. Pfeiffer con­
vincingly shows both Ingrid's charisma and 
her coldness. Zellweger makes her charac­
Renee Zellweger as Astrid's foster mother Claire. 
ter sweet and fragile without becoming cloy­
ing. Lohman has the most demanding role, 
but she more than rises to the challenge. 
She makes the audience feel what Astrid is 
feeling and understand what she's think­
ing, and makes the character's transforma­
tion believable. 
Not that White Oleander is perfect. 
The character of Starr seemed like a cari­
cature at times, especially compared to how 
the other major characters were fleshed out. 
Also, it feels like the filmmakers crammed 
too much plot into too little time, leaving 
out depth that probably was in the book. 
For instance, I would have liked to see 
Astrid's relationship with her mother pre-
murder devel­
oped a bit more. 
Not to mention 
that the entire 
section with 
Rena took a 
grand total of 
maybe ten min­
utes, so we 
barely got to 
know the char­
acter. On the 
whole, though, 
White Oleander 
offers an excellent distraction from all the 
work you should probably be doing. 
Spotlight on Student Reactions to Sniper Attacks 
BY STEFANO FORMICA 
Staff Writer 
"There's a feeling of anger and sad­
ness. I don't like to walk around, having to 
look over my shoulder. I'm not sure what 
sort of human being would do this, and it 
saddens me." These are the words of Haynes 
Contee, a 1L and resident of Silver Spring, 
Maryland. His feelings are just one reac­
tion to the recent spree of killings at the 
hands of a sniper in the Washington, D.C. 
metro area. 
The recent sniper shootings and 
deaths have caused a myriad of reactions 
from students at the law school. Usually, 
when incidents of this nature occur, they 
are a mere headline, or even a break in the 
traditional action news format. However, 
this time, the nature of these events affects 
the lives of everyone in the area, including 
our classmates. 
The overall sentiment ranges from 
pure fear to slight concern. Larry Prange, a 
2L, admits that the shootings are starting 
to "finally affect" him. In regards to the 
most recent Arlington shooting, he re­
marked that "I shop at that Home Depot" 
and that he now puts off getting gas until it 
is absolutely necessary. 
Another student, Shanna Singh, a 1L, 
admitted that "last time was the scariest," 
in reference to the same Arlington shoot­
ing. She also admitted, however, that she 
was "not scared to walk to class." Her sen­
timents are brave, but the fact is that the 
shootings do have an effect. The fact that 
students have to even consider whether or 
not to walk to class in the Northwest dis­
trict of D.C. is an effect in itself. Having to 
change our daily activities, such as pump­
ing gas, walking to class, etc., are the ef­
fects of the sniper, on the smallest scale. 
More drastically are the effects it has 
on the students who have somehow come 
into close contact or relation to one of the 
shootings. Janet Canon, a 2L, commented 
on the idea that by some way, "connection 
to connection" everyone has some tie to the 
incidents. She asked, as many have, "What 
would have happened if I was there?" These 
are the questions that creep through all of 
our minds. Prange's statements are in no 
way unique. ' 
Personally, I was buying some light 
bulbs at that Home Depot just a few days 
before the shooting. But what would hap­
pen if I had to return something, thirty min­
utes after, thirty minutes before, or even at 
the time of the shooting? It does have an 
effect on our minds. As another 1L student, 
Rupali Patel, put it, it's just "scary." 
Even more dramatic are the actual 
changes, not just concerns that are caused 
by the shootings. Marcus Ehrlander, a 1L, 
in an emotional statement remarked that, 
"At first, I thought that by moving to Sil­
ver Spring, I'd be in a safe place, but now I 
feel...I feel that I'd be safer in the city." 
Silver Spring is the location of the first 
shooting, which occurred across the street 
from his apartment. He is now considering 
moving to somewhere where he can be near 
more students, somewhere in the city. 
Students are also questioning the le­
gal matters involved in the shootings. From 
conspiracies, to media coverage, students 
have discussed many possible theories. Rob 
Folliard, a 1L, is convinced, as many crimi­
nologists are, that the fact that nine of the 
eleven shootings have been in a one-mile 
radius of a Michael's craft store is evidence 
of some connection. Another theory which 
has emerged is on what the media has re­
leased to the public. Canon argued that the 
"more you talk about details, the greater the 
possibility for copy-cats and the possibility 
of helping the actual shooter to adjust." 
This, in regards to the constant revelations 
about the ever-morphing van; from its color, 
make, and model to the reported broken tail 
light. Wouldn't the killer notice that the 
entire public, let alone the law enforcement 
authorities, are being alerted to such de­
tails? Wouldn't this murderer then take the 
simple precaution to replace that taillight? 
But there is free speech, and the media's 
right, and sometimes, obligation, to pub­
lish said facts. On the flip side, does this 
same free speech lead to the promotion of 
these killers? Professor John Banzhaf 
pointed out to me that websites exist to teach 
followers how to shoot under pressure, and 
even how to successfully escape after com-
mitting these terrible acts. The First 
Amendment is clear, but is it always justi­
fied? 
One student who wished to remain 
anonymous said that, "If we can't catch this 
sniper, in these states, in these cities, then 
how could we ever catch Osama [Bin 
Laden]?" She remarked that, "it's bad for 
morale in this country." 
If anything, these comments have 
shown that the nation's morale has been 
affected. When the freedoms we enjoy each 
day are treaded upon by these individuals 
or groups, we, as Americans, cannot stand 
for it. Instead, we'll just duck the next time 
we're at the pump. 
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URBAN 
PHILOSOPHY 
by Gualberto Garcia Jones 
Spring Storm 
The two men met at the 16* Street 
Mall to play chess as was their custom on 
most pleasant Sundays. They never agreed 
upon a specific corner or intersection, but 
instead looked for each other around the 
chess tables. The two men liked the tables 
-with their embedded mosaic chess boards-
because they were so conspicuous and sur­
rounded by such a metropolitan, and fran­
tic atmosphere that their own stillness went 
completely unnoticed. 
Usually one of the two would arrive 
first, find a table, and sit down waiting for 
the other to arrive. Today, the two men had 
met a ways off, and came walking slowly 
towards the chess tables evidently engrossed 
in conversation. On the left walked 
Pannalal, whom people knew as Pandit. 
Pandit was a man of average height, thin, 
but with a vigorous complexion. His eyes 
were fixed on the ground in front of his feet, 
and his left hand held his right wrist be­
hind his back like someone who is enter­
taining serious considerations. Besides 
Pandit, walked Paul, a man with the san­
guine, ruddy look of a pilgrim. Unlike 
Pandit's steady meditative attitude, Paul 
was motioning constantly, now slowing 
down to look at Pandit to emphasize some 
point, now holding his arm as to guide him 
to a conclusion. Paul could be overheard 
saying to Pandit with a smiling voice as 
they neared the chess tables, "There used 
to be an old mathematician who would 
measure the difficulty of a problem by the 
kilometers he would walk while figuring it 
out." Pandit smiled and nodded gently 
without taking his eyes off the ground. 
"Well it seems like we might be able 
to tackle a problem or two today, eh! I don't 
think there is a single table free," said Paul, 
happy to find an excuse not to play. The 
morning was crisp and bright, and the air 
was cool and thin. While the two men 
walked, the temperature was perfect, but 
had they sat down, it might have been a 
little too cool, especially as some of the 
tables were still lying in the morning 
shadow of the buildings. 
Pandit broke out of his meditative 
state and looked around incredulously. 
"Hmm ... what do you think, should we 
wait around for a table?" he asked, almost 
to himself, "or should we take a stroll and 
tackle a mathematical problem, like your 
scientist?" Invigorated by his breakfast -
which had consisted of two pieces of bread 
on which he rubbed garlic and tomato, then 
trickled some olive oil, vinegar, and added 
a pinch of salt, Paul breathed in deeply, 
looked contentedly at his friend, and said, 
"Let's go for a stroll, and if a problem wants 
to come along with us, then that's fine with 
me." 
As the men walked along the mall, 
career men and career women passed them 
on either side hustling to get to work on 
time. Neither of the two men spoke to the 
other. One of the reasons that they enjoyed 
each other's company was that they could 
maintain a con .able silence between 
them while playing chess. Today, Paul was 
too energetic to remain silent and he looked 
around him, hoping to find a mental cata­
lyst: that person, act or situation that trig­
gers a movement in the heart and challenges 
a personal philosophy or belief. These no­
tions invariably make good conversation 
because they are heartfelt and arouse not 
only intellectual curiosity, but also an irra­
tional passion. A passion that, paradoxi­
cally, makes educated men inflexible by 
forcing them to search through the argu­
ments of their mind for a logical and con­
sistent explanation. 
Noticing a homeless man leaning up 
against a street lamp, Paul's heart sank and 
his mind awoke. Seeing the man's dirty 
face, his tattered, soiled clothes, and yet 
noticing his calm expression, Paul asked 
himself, "Why him, why not me? How did 
he end up like that? How are we different?" 
Seeing that he had found his notion, or 
rather that his notion had found him, Paul 
asked Pandit, "Pandit, have you ever 
thought about what makes you and I differ­
ent from that homeless man we just passed? 
I mean the reason why he is sitting, beg­
ging for money, and we are walking past 
feeling: uncomfortable with this mixture of 
pity, and scorn, and ... and forced indiffer­
ence?" 
Pandit set his introspective, intelli­
gent gaze on Paul and thought about Paul's• 
question. For a moment he stopped and 
looked ahead towards the snow-capped 
mountains that could be seen through the 
high-rises. His eyes met the green foothills 
in the distance while with his fingers he 
massaged the bridge of his nose. Looking 
at Paul again, he said, "I think that man 
has lost hope. But more interestingly, so 
have we." 
"What do you mean?" asked Paul, 
happy to have engaged his friend so quickly. 
"Why do you think that we feel such 
shame and pity at the same time?" asked 
Pandit, "Isn't it because we see this man's 
failure as our own and it makes us feel 
ashamed of ourselves? The thought inevi­
tably crosses our mind: this man has made 
poor choices and is suffering the conse­
quences. An honest man will then remem­
ber his own failings and his heart will ache 
with a sense of injustice and hypocrisy." 
"But isn't this type of remorse an in­
evitable result of our conscience and of liv­
ing in a free country? I mean, I can't imag­
ine a society where people are allowed to 
exercise their free will, and some don't 
make bad choices. It's just the necessary 
evil, it's human nature!" 
"Maybe," replied Pandit, "but I think 
that the feeling of remorse comes from see­
ing ourselves as an embodiment of the suc­
cess of society while literally walking into 
what our society also produces. We know 
that there are shelters, but we also know 
that the poor will always be with us, and 
while our society says it's doing the best it 
can, we know we ourselves aren't. I th ink 
the real root of this feeling is broader than 
the situation of that homeless man: it is an 
indication that society doesn't fulfill our 
personal moral needs yet it holds itself up 
to do so." 
Paul thought about Pandit's com­
ment, his mind racing and zig zagging to 
find a way to rationalize and assimilate this 
notion. Being a kind, gentle man, Paul was 
distressed by the sight of this fallen man. 
Pandit's idea appealed to him, "this man is 
not fallen, he is forgotten," he thought to 
himself, "How can we see him every day, 
on almost every street, and yet have forgot­
ten him?" As he was thinking this, the two 
men stopped, waited for the light to turn 
green, and continued walking. 
"I wonder if people wouldn't take 
better care of each other if we had no gov­
ernment at all, no excuse to overlook our 
conscience?," said Paul in a flash of under­
standing. "It's like cultivating a field. 
Would people work harder, paying more 
attention to detail, if they were obliged to 
work the land for themselves, or if they 
knew they could pay someone else to do it? 
What I'm trying to say is that the very so­
cial nets our society has made to help the 
fallen ones makes the majority of people 
see them as helpless, and that in turn makes 
people neglect their good instincts to help 
and cai^pafenandther.if 
"fhaf is-very interesting,": said 
Pandit, happy to be on the same wavelength 
as his friend. "You know," said Pandit, 
"I've often thought that in many respects, 
life-woulclbc easier without any government 
or any laws. Everyone recoils at the idea of 
anarchy, thinking it would bring chaps and 
that people would start murdering each 
other. But first off, don't people murder 
each other already, both organized under 
the military and as common criminals. And 
second, if the government were suddenly 
to disappear, would you personally go out 
to rob and steal? I don't think so. I wouldn't 
either. In fact, most people would go on 
with their business, their natural inclina­
tions as social beings impelling them to 
form bonds for mutual gain. If the govern­
ment were gone, people couldn't hide be­
hind any titles or positions, but instead 
would have to live putting their ideals into 
action. They wouldn't be able to shrug the 
responsibility of following their con­
science." 
As the two men listened to and talked 
with each other, as their notions became 
more and more political and radical, clouds 
began to appear around the crests of the 
mountains and descended towards the city. 
Not noticing this, the men kept walking, 
so disconnected from their environment that 
they might have been transported to ancient 
Rome and they wouldn't have noticed. 
"I think you are right," said Paul 
speaking a little louder to overcome the 
whistling wind, "and yet I wonder if gov­
ernment is not just a result of the evolution 
of people's natural inclinations to form 
mutually beneficial bonds like the ones you 
just talked about." 
Pandit immediately responded to 
him, his thoughts being the same as Paul's, 
and having already thought of an explana­
tion he said, "No, no, you see, mutually 
beneficial bonds are not coercive, they are 
voluntary. That is a true social contract. 
What we have now is government by force, 
a controlled form of despotism, and no 
closer to freedom. After all what is the law 
but forcing people to act in a certain way? 
We are so afraid of our neighbors, that we 
prefer to all be pushed little by little by some 
foreign attenuated law, finally becoming a 
slave to it, than to face the possibility of 
being pushed in the face by our neighbor. 
We have chosen slavery over freedom, cow­
ardice over bravery, and all as subtly as the 
person who spends their life making sure 
they have adequate insurance only to die 
without having lived." 
The wind had now stopped, and the 
men also stopped, so concentrated on their 
discussion were they, that they failed to 
notice that the clouds which had been mak­
ing their way towards the city were now 
overhead, rumbling with charged energy. 
Paul was fascinated by the turn that 
their discussion had taken, and like a little 
boy playing with his father, wished that this 
moment would last longer. 
"Do you think it's possible though, 
wouldn't it be too easy for a group of people 
to unite, in k ah effort to control others? I 
think this lies in men's hearts as much as 
compassion or love." said Paul. 
"You may be right. And surely that's 
why we have arrived at our current politi­
cal system," reflected Pandit, disappointed 
by his friend's persistence on practicality. 
"I would still be willing to try a system out 
where the supreme law of the land was 
something as simple as: the United States 
of America shall pass and enforce no law, 
nor shall any citizen of this country be im­
pelled to act against his conscience. This, 
I think, might solve the problem of the 
homeless man by unleashing the conscience 
of those who passed him. 
Both men suddenly realized that they 
were soaked, having walked in the pouring 
rain for a few minutes without realizing it. 
As the two men hurried to find shel­
ter, both men felt some bitterness as a re­
sult of their conversation. The rain fell like 
heavy curtains upon the two old men who 
were now of the few remaining people on 
the street. Passing quickly by the street 
lamp they noticed the homeless man was 
still there, covered in some plastic bags, 
muttering loudly "let it rain, let it rain for­
ever." 
A gust of wind raced suddenly down 
a narrow alley separating two large build­
ings and blew the bags off the homeless 
man, who apparently not noticing their ab­
sence, remained immovable except for his 
lips. He was getting drenched in cold 
mountain rain. 
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The Supreme Court is 
Back in Session 
With rumors of retirement 
running rampant, the Supreme Court 
returned to session on October 7, 
2002, and immediately proceeded to 
deal with issues of copyright, civil 
rights, and privacy. On the 
preceding day, the traditional Red 
Mass was held at Catholic University. 
For the forty-ninth year, this Mass 
was held before the opening of the 
Supreme Court term and was 
designed to invoke the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit on the court, lawyers 
in general, and government 
workers.Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick, Archbishop of 
Washington, D.C. celebrated the 
Mass and Bishop Gregory Wilton, 
president of the U.S. Conference of 
Bishops delivered the homily. Several 
Supreme Court justices, including 
Chief Justice Renquist, Cabinet 
members such as Attorney General 
John Ashcroft, and scores of judges 
and lawyers attended. 
CLASSIFIED ADS 
The Nota Bene is now offering 
Classified Ads at a cost of $0.50 
per word. 
Advertise your business. 
Advertise your event. 
Ask that hot guy or gal out for 
dinner and a movie. 
Influence your SBA Rep! 
Ads must be purchased prior to October 
31 for publication in the next issue. 
Contact us at NotaBene@law.gwu.edu for 
further information. 
Community Calendar 
Tuesday, October 22, 2002 
"Selecting Federal Judges: Whose Advice, What Kind of 
Consent?" 
A dialogue will be held between Nan Aron, President, Alli­
ance for Justice and C. Boyden Gray, White House Counsel 
to former President George Bush; Partner at Wilmer Cutler 
and Pickering. Professor Cheh will moderate. 
Tuesday, October 22, 2002 
Researching Legislative History 
Instructors: Matthew Mantel, Reference/Government Con­
tracts Librarian and Todd Melnick, Reference Librarian, 
tmelnick@burns.nlc.gwu.edu 
Tuesday, October 22, 2002 
Film about Post 9-11 Backlash Against South Asian Ameri­
cans 
Film Screening and Discussion of Post 9-11 Backlash 
Against South Asians with Deepa Iyer. 
Thursday, October 24, 2002 
LP. Presentation 
Professor Jessica Litman of Wayne State University Law 
School will present "Digital Networks in the Public Do­
main" 
Thursday, October 24,2002 
Alumni Mentoring Program Mentor Training 
Thursday, October 24,2002 
Alumni Mentoring Program Inaugural Mixer 
Friday, October 25, 2002 
Board of Director's Meeting 
Open to all alumni. 
Thursday, October 31,2002 
Locating Federal Government Infor nation on the Web 
Instructor: Todd Melnick, Reference Librarian, 
tmelnick@burns.nlc.gwu.edu 
Thursday, October 31,2002 
Electronic Research for Government Contracts Materials 
Instructor: Matthew Mantel, Reference/Government Con­
tracts Librarian, mmantel@burns.nlc.gwu.edu 
If you have relevant information 
on the Sniper Attacks, please 
call the FBI hotline at: 
1-888-324-9800 
J 
gfe. 
i 
Photo by Brandon Briscoe 
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If You Build It, 
Will They Come? 
BY ELIZABETH AUSTERN 
Staff Writer 
The ongoing renovations of the Law 
School's buildings are addressing many stu­
dent concerns. This is the largest expan­
sion and renovation of the Law School since 
Lerner Hall was added and the Burns Build­
ing was renovated twenty years ago. While 
some of the renovations will be finished 
soon, some will not be completed in time 
for the current students to enjoy. 
Classrooms in Lemer and Bums were 
updated last summer, as was the Kelly 
Lounge on the first floor. One focus of the 
improvements was to expand student 
spaces. Many of the changes were influ­
enced by student input. It is hard for the 
upper-classmen to ignore the difference 
made by the already-completed renovations. 
"There has been a greater respect for the 
facility since [we] put the time and money 
into it.... In general I see students treating 
the facilities better than in the past," said 
Associate Dean for Administrative Affairs 
Thomas Morrison. 
The Law School also anticipates tak­
ing possession of Stuart Hall and portions 
of Lisner Hall this winter, but updating 
those buildings will take four to five months 
and they will not be available for classroom 
use until next fall. Next summer, student 
common spaces will also be updated, with 
completion also projected for the fall. 
Work on all public entrance doors 
facing the University Yard and 20th Street 
is also slated for the coming summer, in­
cluding adding card readers, increasing 
camera surveillance, creating a 
"streetscape" to unify the appearance of the 
complex, and improving the handicap en­
trances in Stockton and Bums. A project to 
update the elevators in Stockton is in the 
early stages but there is no firm comple­
tion date. The elevator was not updated con­
currently with the Lemer and Bums class­
rooms because it was not convenient for the 
construction crews. As explained by 
Morrison, "We renovated twelve classrooms 
in ninety days. Convenience didn't enter 
into my vocabulary." 
According to Dean Michael Young, 
who spoke to Section 13 lLs at a breakfast 
on Wednesday, October 16th, future im­
provement goals include building or pro­
curing space for a new library. However, 
space will not be available for such a project 
until the School of Business and Public 
Management vacates its current quarters, 
currently projected for 2005. Past renova­
tions of the library included installation of 
wiring for the "aSnap" Internet connec­
tions. "It was a big project at the time, ... 
[it] was expensive at the time but compared 
to classroom and other renovations we are 
doing now, it is an insignificant amount of 
money," said Morrison. 
Morrison said that he had heard about 
student requests for expanded locker space. 
While the Student Bar Association does not 
sell out of lockers each year, students often 
complain that lockers are cramped. The 
plan is to expand student use of hallway 
space and put full-size lockers in the space 
now taken up by the stacks in the Bums 
Library, but this is contingent on a new li­
brary being built or procured, which will 
not happen by the time current lLs gradu­
ate. 
Last year's renovations included in­
stallation of a wireless networking system 
on the second floor of the Bums Law Li­
brary and in the lounge areas. The improve­
ment was relatively inexpensive; the cost­
liest part of the wireless installation was 
software purchased to improve the security 
of the system. The hardware installation for 
the wireless networking system was incor­
porated into the renovation of public spaces 
on the first floor, and the equipment was 
relatively cheap. 
There are also plans to diminish the 
congestion in the hallways of the Law 
School by improving "traffic flow." Since 
the new law library will take some time to 
build, there will be short-term efforts to 
improve access to the E Building on the 
second floor from the current library. De­
lays in accomplishing this have been due 
to concerns about maintaining both the se­
curity of the library space overall and the 
silence in the study areas. 
There have also been security im­
provements in the Law School complex. A 
camera was added on the first floor entrance 
of Lemer near the new entrance. Other cam­
eras throughout the building are between 
four and five years old. The cameras on the 
second floor of the law library were added 
in response to multiple thefts of students' 
personal property. While the cameras 
throughout the Law School complex are not 
actively monitored, they are taped and re­
viewed as needed. 
Morrison has issued a plea for stu­
dent input through the SBA's Building 
Committee. "In the past, the two students 
on the committee have only talked to two 
or three people each, and this has not given 
us a good sampling of what the students 
really want," he said. Morrison emphasized 
that many of the current improvements will 
be undertaken this coming spring and sum­
mer, and if students wish for the projects to 
address their needs, they need to speak up 
now. 
Pete's Grill & Deli 
Great Food! 
Just minutes from the law school! 
1915 Eyt  Stree t, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 463-0723 
SKYDIVE! 
1-877-348-
We are the fastest growing 
skydiving center on the 
East Coast because we 
have the best aircraft, 
the most complete 
instructional program, the 
safest equipment, and the 
Double Student Discount! 
$30 off the regular first 
jump price with this ad 
Vaccine Injury Clinic 
Achieves Multi-Million 
Dollar Settlement 
BY BRANDON M oss 
News Editor 
In an effort showing that GW law stu­
dents can succeed when working on actual 
cases, students in the Vaccine Injury Clinic 
recently attained a multi-million-dollar 
payment on behalf of one of its clients. The 
case, Dela Rosa v. S ecretary of HHS. oc­
curred over the course of two years, and 
involved the efforts of two groups of stu­
dents, overseen by Vaccine Injury Clinic 
Director Peter H. Meyers. In the case, the 
GW law students argued in favor of a 
mother, Luisita Dela Rosa, who alleged that 
a Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) vacci­
nation produced brain damage and a sei­
zure disorder in her ten-year-old daughter. 
Although Dela Rosa initially attempted to 
bring the case before the United States 
Court of Federal Claims on her own, the 
intricate nature of the case sent her in the 
direction of the Vaccine Injury Clinic. 
Dela Rosa gave GW law students 
James Pizzirusso, Donald M. Scalia, and 
Jeni S. Pachovska the opportunity to get 
ready for an evidentiary hearing, which 
Special Master Laura D. Millman presided 
over. These students were involved at all 
stages of the evidentiary hearing, from the 
opening statement, to questioning of the 
witnesses on direct and cross-examination, 
and finally through the closing statements. 
Professor Meyers noted that "[t]he hearing 
was especially complex, not only because 
of the thousands of pages of medical records 
involved, but the fact that both sides called 
expert witnesses from two different scien­
tific areas - immunology and pediatric neu­
rology." Complicating matters was the ab­
sence of any published material relating the 
MMR vaccine to the harms suffered by Dela 
Rosa's daughter. As a result, the students 
found themselves sifting through scientific 
literature in an attempt to find reactions to 
vaccines in similar situations. Meyers re­
marked, "The [s]tudents did an incredible 
job of proving causation in a case where 
there had never been a published study sup­
porting the precise injuries involved. This 
was just exceptionally creative lawyering." 
Later, after Special Master Millman 
determined that Dela Rosa had the better 
argument, Herrin Hopper and Murray 
Scheel were involved in a complex alter­
native dispute resolution proceeding to de­
termine an appropriate amount of settle­
ment for Dela Rosa. Per a September 24, 
2002 order, Special Master Millman ap­
proved the multi-million-dollar settlement 
that Hopper and Scheel were involved with. 
As a result, Dela Rosa will receive both 
compensation and the opportunity to re­
move her daughter from an institution and 
return her home. 
According to Meyers, GW's Vaccine 
Injury Clinic "is the only such legal clinic 
in the country." The Vaccine Injury Clinic 
is comprised of approximately six to ten 2Ls 
and 3Ls, who participate over the course of 
two semesters. Students are broken up into 
two-person teams, with each team handling 
three or four cases per academic year. 
Meyers cited the interest of many partici­
pating students in health law and the liti­
gation of "complex medical and legal ques­
tions." The cases implicate litigation on the 
trial and appellate stages in front of the 
Court of Federal Claims, although the cases 
can be characterized as "national." Meyers 
and medical experts instruct participating 
students on such topics as the Vaccine Act, 
litigation procedures, and scientific issues. 
Responding to the achievement of the stu­
dents in the Dela Rosa case, Meyers said, 
"I am very proud that our students were able 
to win this case.... This was such a com­
plex case that most lawyers would have re­
fused to even take it." 
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Confusion Arises From 
Columbia Plaza Letter 
BY ELIZABETH AUSTERN 
Staff Writer 
Many 1 Ls experienced confusion this 
summer when trying to secure housing at 
Columbia Plaza. This is the first class of 
law students offered housing in the Colum­
bia Plaza "experiment," which is antici­
pated to continue and expand. Twenty-two 
students from the Law School are currently 
living in Columbia Plaza as a result of the 
program. 
As literature sent to incoming stu­
dents by the Admissions Office states (and 
most of the student body undoubtedly 
knows), finding affordable housing in the 
Washington, D.C. area can be a challenge. 
According to Dean Michael Young, it would 
be ideal for the Law School to be able to 
provide GW-owned and managed housing 
at least to all lLs that wanted it, but this 
has been difficult to provide because of the 
expense of acquiring real estate conve­
niently located near the campus. While this 
is a long-range goal of the Law School, the 
school currently provides several different 
alternatives for market-rate apartments. 
The Columbia Plaza apartments of­
fered to students this year was one of those 
housing alternatives. Distribution of the 
Columbia Plaza apartments was left to the 
Office of Off-Campus Housing (OCH), a 
University department not connected with 
the Law School in any other manner than 
for this program. "There is no such corre­
sponding person or department at the Law 
School," said Assistant Dean for Student 
Affairs David Johnson. "My only involve­
ment in Law School housing was to try and 
match students who wanted to be room­
mates in Columbia Plaza, and I don't think 
I helped much." The roommate 
matchmaking for Columbia Plaza was 
somewhat hindered by University rules 
which require roommates matched by staff 
to be of the same gender. Johnson was only 
able to make one match after trying all sum­
mer. As the summer went on and students 
"began to panic," Johnson also mailed out 
a sheet provided by Off-Campus Housing, 
which listed the addresses and phone num­
bers of local apartment buildings. The Ad­
missions Office also sent out a "roommate 
list" with a list of all possible available 
roommates who responded to a survey; 
since University staff was not involved with 
making these housing matches, the list in­
cluded both men and women. Johnson 
stated that Columbia Plaza was intended 
as a housing choice for lLs, and was not 
intended to be the only available possibil­
ity. 
Johnson pointed out that while there 
is no one in the Law School that assists law 
students in finding housing, students can 
turn to the OCH for assistance. "[But] we're 
really set up to handle undergraduates' 
housing needs, not graduate students," said 
Shawn Foreman from the OCH. Johnson 
pointed out that Columbia Plaza was in­
tended as an option mainly for lLs and 
LLM students, and that 2Ls and 3Ls had 
always had an easier time finding housing 
because they are more familiar with the ar­
eas and can take advantage of the student 
network. Since Columbia Plaza apartments 
are priced at market rates, it does not pro­
vide a huge advantage over other apartment 
complexes, except for the fact that law stu­
dents are offered available apartments first. 
Those students that did get Colum­
bia Plaza accommodations are pleased with 
them. "There is a tradeoff between prox­
imity, space, and cost. I tend to value prox­
imity in my first year.... It is clean and easy 
to maintain because they put a new paint 
job in and the appliances are nice - they 
include a dishwasher and a microwave," 
said Jesse Merriam, a 1L. 
According to Johnson, all of the stu­
dents who wanted one-bedroom and two-
bedroom apartments got them. He said that 
the waiting list for those apartments "were 
in the single digits." The vast majority of 
students requested efficiencies, and the 
waiting list for them reached over 400 at 
one point. Even if all of the efficiencies in 
Columbia Plaza became available, there 
would not be enough for that many students. 
The Law School plans to inform incoming 
students of the housing situation more thor­
oughly in the future. 
MITCHELL FROM P AGE 1 
one can be for or against globalization," said 
Mitchell. "Globalization is a fact." How­
ever, Mitchell stressed the importance of 
considering how the way one goes about 
exporting one's institutions or one's values 
will affect others. Compelling countries to 
adopt American styles of corporate capital­
ism can have deleterious effects if the prac­
tices are not necessarily suited to another 
cultural or economic environment. 
As Publishers Weekly observed, "This 
is an important, provocative book that is 
sure to stir debate between groups who ad­
vocate the need for more corporate account­
ability and those who see nothing wrong 
with the status quo." Joseph William Singer 
of Harvard Law School added, "This book 
will interest a general audience of readers 
who are worried about corporate excesses." 
It should also interest busy law students to 
note that the book is in fact not that lengthy. 
In what little time he has, Mitchell is 
now working on a proposal for a new book, 
which he assures is still years away. "There 
are more things that I have to do now than 
I've ever had to do before so I have to juggle 
them all," Mitchell confessed. "It's been 
getting a little crazy lately." 
Dissecting a Murder 
BY BRANDON BRISCOE 
Staff Writer 
Cliff Keenan might well have been 
reading a script of the CBS television pro­
gram Crime Scene Investigators, but the 
scene he described was real. He had grue­
some crime scene pictures to prove it. Po­
lice officers responding to a 911 call about 
a noisy struggle found a man in the house 
of an elderly woman named Helen who was 
known to live alone. The man, whom wit­
nesses had seen entering the house seven 
minutes before police arrived, led the offic­
ers to the kitchen, where he rummaged 
through a drawer for the identification they 
requested. One officer noticed the cans of 
potted meat in his pockets and the water 
from a running faucet overflowing the sink. 
The other officer noticed the body. 
Helen had been beaten unconscious, 
and her ring finger had been sliced off. A 
pool of blood collected around the woman, 
who would remain unconscious until her 
death ten days later. Helen's ring was found 
on top of the refrigerator, but there was no 
blood on the ring or on the knife and scis­
sors found near her body. There was no 
physical evidence connecting the man 
found in the home to the victim, but Keenan 
said he was convinced "beyond all doubt" 
that the man was Helen's killer. 
Keenan heads the Superior Court di­
vision of the U.S. Attorney's Office in Wash­
ington, D.C., and he asked students to piece 
together the puzzle of evidence in a pre­
sentation hosted by the Forensic Science 
and the Legal Profession organization on 
October 9th. "I defy any of you to come up 
with what happened in that seven-minute 
period of time." As students asked questions 
about the evidence and proposed theories 
about what happened, more details 
emerged. 
How did the medical examiner be­
lieve the finger was cut? "They didn't find 
the finger right then and there," Keenan 
acknowledged. "We sent them back, say­
ing, 'You've got to find the finger.'" The 
missing finger was recovered a day later by 
the victim's 12-year-old niece, who was 
cleaning up the crime scene. The medical 
examiner could only say the wound was 
consistent with a sharp object, such as a 
knife or scissors. 
And what was the potted meat doing 
in the suspect's pockets? "Do you know 
what boat is? Loveboat PCP on marijuana," 
explained Keenan, who added that wit­
nesses said the suspect had just been to see 
his drug dealer moments before police 
found him. "Marijuana - you get the 
munchies," he said. 
Did the police cost the victim her life 
by taking pictures of the crime scene be­
fore administering first aid? "I was con­
cerned about that," admitted Keenan, who 
began his career as a police officer. "But 
look at the pictures - do you think she was 
conscious?" If the victim had been con­
scious and moving, "there would have been 
blood all over the place," he explained. 
As students pieced together the evi­
dence to explain the crime, Keenan chal­
lenged them to create a theory that 12 ju­
rors would believe. "Jurors watch CSI and 
have all these high expectations," he said. 
"But that's not how it works in the real 
world. We'd be happy sometimes if the cops 
just dust for fingerprints." 
Keenan recounted a recent murder in 
which a masked gunman fleeing the scene 
dropped a set of car keys, attached to a key­
less entry remote control. Witnesses turned 
the keys over to a detective. "[The detec­
tive] says, 'Thanks,' and puts them in his 
pocket. That is shoddy police work," said 
an exasperated Keenan, who could not be­
lieve that the detective failed to use the key­
less entry remote to find the suspect's car. 
"You just pull out your hair and say, 'This 
is bull$#!+.'" 
Keenan agreed with the students' 
theory that the man saw Helen on the porch 
and entered the home to steal food. After 
pocketing the potted meat, the suspect likely 
decided to look for anything else worth 
stealing, prompting the woman to put up a 
fight. The suspect probably attacked Helen 
upstairs and washed the weapon and the 
ring in the kitchen sink, which he left run­
ning after being surprised by the police. 
"Is that what really happened? I don't 
know," admitted Keenan. "But who else had 
motive? Who else had opportunity in that 
short of time?" he asked. Keenan said fo­
rensic evidence is often very important to 
prosecutors, who have a difficult task of 
convincing 12 jurors to convict. "1 myself 
am not convinced by eyewitness testimony 
unless there's some measure of corrobora­
tive evidence." 
Keenan passed around gruesome pho­
tos of another crime scene and an autopsy 
to illustrate his point that witnesses often 
make assumptions. "This is a torso - there's 
no head, no arms, and no legs," he said, 
pointing to a photograph taken by police 
outside a D.C. home. "The [medical exam­
iner] says six different instruments were 
used," including a jigsaw and a circular saw. 
"This was a murder, right?" he asked. 
Wrong. The death was never considered a 
murder because the person could have been 
mutilated after death, which is not a crime 
in the District, he said. Police officers who 
usually operate under a probable cause stan­
dard often fail to understand why Keenan's 
office does not file charges in many cases. 
"We have an ethical obligation not to bring 
a case to court unless we are personally con­
vinced beyond a reasonable doubt," he said. 
"The jurors are going to have ques­
tions - not even those raised by the defense. 
If we're not prepared to answer each and 
every question, we can't go to trial," he said. 
Forensic evidence often helps answers these 
questions for jurors. "Is it always going to 
be about forensics and DNA?" he asked. 
"Often it is." 
OVER AND UNDER 
E  M  B  E  R  S  W  A  P  u  R  L  S  
C  L  O  V  E  A  R  E  A  N  E  A  T  
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A  L  1  V  E  u  N  0  E  R  A  R  M  S  
D  A  M  E  I F  L  E  E  T  T  A  1  L  
O  V  E  R  \ T  O  N  E  S  L  E  F  T  Y  
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A  R  1  A  O  V  E  R ,  S  L  E  E  P  S  
D  E  L  1  w  1  0  E  m  X  1  L  E  
R  A  T  S  u N  1  T  * S  1  R  E  N  
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Russian Supreme Court Justice Speaks at GW Law 
BY JOHN LOVRICH 
Staff Writer 
On October 10, the Law School was 
able to enjoy a very rare treat Russian Su­
preme Court Justice Yuri Sidorenko came 
for a short talk and visit. One of the judi­
cial giants of post-Soviet Russia, Sidorenko 
was involved with the creation of the first 
Russian Constitution after the fall of the 
USSR. Throughout the 1990s, Sidorenko 
was a key player in how Russian law de­
veloped. And today, he is working with 
President Vladimir Putin on developing a 
more effective and fair system of courts in 
Russia. 
The lecture itself lasted for a little 
more than an hour. Sidorenko spoke pri­
marily about the early years of post-Soviet 
Russia from a judicial perspective. He traced 
how the new Russian legal system was 
crafted from the late 1980s through the early 
1990s. By and large, Sidorenko's talk was 
a rather straightforward narrative. The 
justice's presentation was punctuated with 
occasional humorous vignettes revolving 
mainly around the occasionally violent "dis­
cussions" between delegates at various con­
ventions. During the brief question-and-an-
swer period after his talk, Justice Sidorenko 
dodged questions about both Chechnya and 
the current power struggle involving the tra­
ditionally powerful prosecutorial arm of the 
Russian judiciary. His evasiveness comes 
with good reason: Sidorenko is a strong sup­
porter of Putin and has worked closely with 
the current Russian president in creating a 
more powerful and independent judiciary. 
Some of the most interesting elements 
of the presentation were Sidorenko's digres­
sions. For instance, Sidorenko's opening 
comments, after his brief expression of 
gratitude, focused on stereotypes that Rus­
sians have of Americans and those that 
Americans have of Russians. Namely, 
Sidorenko mentioned that "stereotypical" 
Americans have no interest about what goes 
on outside their borders and that Russians 
are all a bunch of crazy drunks. Needless 
• • 
and even physically threatening one another 
while the official period of debate was in 
session. The GW Law School audience 
broke out into laughter. Ironically, as soon 
as audience's laughter died down, 
Sidorenko himself admitted that he was one 
of those ministers who contributed most to 
the chaos. 
As mentioned, Sidorenko has worked 
closely and personally with Russian Presi-
Russian Supreme Court Justice Yuri Sidorenko 
to say, Sidorenko denied that these stereo­
types have any worth. However, Sidorenko's 
digression illustrated the foreign perception 
that far too many Americans lack even the 
foggiest notion about either international 
affairs or domestic affairs of foreign nations. 
Another observation worth mention­
ing was the reaction of the audience to 
Sidorenko's brief vignette about a certain 
conference held in the early 1990s. Basi­
cally, this aside revolved around certain 
disagreeing ministers shouting at each other 
dents Yeltsin and Putin. He is one of the 
few men with the ability to create a feder­
ally regulated legal system in Russia, in ef­
fect permanently breaking with the judicial 
systems of Russia's past. For instance, 
Sidorenko himself is involved in guaran­
teeing greater legal protection for the wide 
array of religious groups that exist in Rus­
sia. This is the case notwithstanding the 
strength of the Russian Orthodox Church 
and the opposition to religious plurality 
within Russia. 
Sidorenko is an example of the new 
relationship between the United States and 
Russia. He is both a product and a creator 
of improved communication between both 
legal systems. Judge Michael M. Mihm, 
from the U.S. District Court for the Cen­
tral District of Illinois, is accompanying 
Sidorenko during his time here and has also 
been to Russia at the behest of his Russian 
counterpart. Russia is determined to de­
velop an efficient and fair legal system with 
American and Western influence. 
Sidorenko's willingness to sit and talk with 
students at a law school in Washington D.C. 
is merely a small indication of the extent to 
which the mutual Russo-American legal co­
operation has progressed. . 
The George Washington University Trial Court Board Invites You to 
The First Annual Fall Trial Court Competition Final 
Wednesday, October 23,2002 in the Jacob Burns Moot Court Room 
7:00 PM to 10:00 PM 
A Reception Will Follow and the 
Trophy Presentation Will Occur Immediately After the Trial 
The Final Competition Will Take Place Following the Grand Opening of the Newly Designed 
Jacob Bums Moot Court Room and a Dedication By Dean Michael K. Young, The George 
Washington Law Alumni Association, and Roger Warren, President of the National Center for 
State Courts 
-<We Hope to See You All Therein 
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PRESIDENT FROM P AGE 1 
and snacks because the cart lady was miss­
ing." Another 2L, Chris Muludiang, ech­
oed these sentiments as he stated that, "It 
would have been nice to be notified because 
this affected traffic and the cart lady was 
not in her normal spot." 
Many students were frightened by the 
police presence because of the recent sniper 
attacks. "I saw a lot of police cars, there 
were black vans and an ambulance. There 
were rumors that this had something to do 
with the sniper. People were scared," ex­
plained Chikwelugo. Moreover, students 
were not allowed to leave through the back 
or side exits of the Law School. Police cruis­
ers blocked off the street and officers were 
all over. According to several individuals, 
the yellow tape that had been put up along 
the street escalated tensions and police of­
ficers incited fear. Paula Johnson, who 
works in Dean Morrison's office, said, "I 
was in the moot court room watching ev­
erything through the window when a po­
lice officer came up to me and put his hand 
on his gun. He pulled it out halfway in a 
threatening manner as he yelled 'step away 
from the glass!' I didn't appreciate his atti­
tude." 
When members of Morrison's office 
were questioned about their knowledge of 
the Presidential visit, it was revealed that 
some of them were not informed of this visit 
in advance. "Most of us didn't know and I 
was shocked when I t ried to walk through 
the quad and the police told me to go back 
the other way," explained Ross Branstetter. 
Dean Tom Morrison, however, was not as 
surprised. "Notice of the Presidential visit 
and possible closure of the sidewalks, H 
Street, and the quad was placed on the stu­
dent web portal between 10:00 and 11:00 
a.m. Tuesday morning," he noted. Morrison 
also pointed out that "no parking" signs 
were visible on the street when he arrived 
at the law school at 7:15 a.m. Morrison, 
however, was unclear as to whether the "no 
parking" signs were those from the previ­
ous weekend's alumni events or if they were 
new signs indicating the street would be 
closed for the Presidential visit. 
Johnson also stated that she was 
aware of the visit because of an email that 
the Dean had sent at the "last minute." 
Similarly to Morrison, she pointed out that, 
"There were signs on the meters indicating 
that the event would last until 4:00 p.m. 
and besides, the cars weren't towed away, 
they were simply moved to 20111 Street." She 
did, however, sympathize with students' 
concerns about their cars as she added, 
"People who were unaware of the event 
probably didn't know where their cars 
were." 
University Security did not put up the 
"no parking" signs and they asserted that 
they were unaware of who did. Mandy 
Bergson, Student Assistant at University 
Security, confirmed that they were, how­
ever, informed of the Presidential visit as 
of late last week. 
Law students were outraged that they 
were not notified of this event at an earlier 
date. "If the school was free to notify stu­
dents before the time that they did and they 
simply didn't bother, then that is absurd," 
said 2L Adam Nyhan. He did, however, 
note that such disturbances should be ex­
pected since "we are going to school be­
tween the State House, the White House, 
and the World Bank, you shouldn't be sur­
prised if once in a while, your car gets 
towed." The law students interviewed for 
this story generally agreed that they should 
have been notified earlier of this event. They 
did, however, express hope that this type of 
misunderstanding would not occur again 
in the future. 
SA FROM P AGE 3 
one more attempt to meet the needs of the 
student groups that came that night to 
speak. But Rocco's motion to amend the 
budget was soundly and quickly defeated. 
As the time approached midnight, about a 
third of the entire Senate started openly 
complaining about the late hour and ex­
pressing the desire to leave. One senator 
actually did get up and move towards the 
door, insisting that this was a thorough 
waste of her time. Only through some gentle 
persuasion was she enticed to sit back at 
the table and glare at other senators who 
insisted on continuing to argue for amend­
ing the budget. 
The implications of any amendment 
to the budget meant a great deal more work 
for the senators. They would have to recon­
sider certain allocations in order to meet 
the public demand for redistribution of 
fflnds. But, as Blackford insisted over and 
over, this would just be too much work. It 
v$as much easier to simply pass the budget 
without any amendments. Thus, in the in­
terest of time and somnolence, the budget 
\yas passed, seemingly without any consid­
eration for those students who made a spe­
cial effort to present their case in front of 
the SA earlier in the evening. 
One young man understood early on 
the burden any challenging groups faced. 
ARRESTS FROM P AGE 1 
The representative of the fencing team 
spoke at the beginning of the period of ini­
tial public comment to state his opinion on 
the cut in funding for his club. This stu­
dent remembered his previous experience 
in front of the SA, when senators left the 
room, and even fell asleep. The fencing club 
representative's message was clear: he saw 
the SA as disrespectful and unfair. In the 
end, the SA budget was passed as if the ini­
tial public comment period had never even 
occurred. 
Editor's .notes: The Editors of the 
Nota Bene would like to correct a factual 
inaccuracy that appeared in a previous edi­
tion of the SA Report. Specifically, we re­
fer to the September 17th edition in which 
it was alleged that the-EXebuHve Vice-Presi­
dent of the SA, Eric Daleo, requested re­
imbursement for Any of his put of pocket 
expenditures. It has come ta.our attention ' , • ' » • 
that this is a factually inaccurate-statementr 
We will continue to make every effort to 
report information in this publication in a 
factual and unbiased manner. The Editor-
in-Chief of this publication, Mark 
Hershfteld, is a Student Association Sena­
tor. Mr. Hershfteld took no part in the ed­
iting'of this story other jhffitjd.yeflfy'. its. 
factual accuracy. 
Police lines closed in on the protest­
ors from two sides, pushing people back and 
forth with batons. A frustrated Barham 
asked the officers, "What do you want me 
to do?" At one point officers slammed him 
into a storefront window, cracking the glass. 
Barham said he never heard any order given 
and was hoping to avoid arrest. "The only 
order that was given to me was 'back up' 
as they shoved us with batons.... I w as do­
ing what I thought was appropriate not to 
get arrested," he said. 
By 8:15 a.m., Barham was placed in 
plastic zip cuffs and loaded onto a bus, the 
third of at least sixteen buses that took the 
arrested to the Blue Plains Police Academy, 
one of several holding sites for the detained. 
Police announced that those who provided 
$50 and identification would be released. 
Everyone else would be held for at least 
three days and as long as 250 days. Barham 
was processed at about 2 p.m., at which 
point his arm was shackled to his leg while 
he waited in the academy gym. Barham was 
finally released shortly after midnight and 
saw buses of people still waiting to be pro­
cessed as he left. 
Barham said the details varied by bus, 
and several of the plaintiffs in Turley's suit 
were held on buses for as many as 10 hours, 
with some alleging the fine to be $100. 
Those who were released signed a form in­
dicating a "post and forfeiture," said 
Barham, meaning that those who signed 
forfeited their right to a trial. "Those types 
of conditions shock the conscious," said 
Turley. "The conditions of these arrests and 
the confinement of these students were fla­
grant violations of their constitutional 
rights. To see how these students were 
treated is infuriating." 
Turley's suit alleges violations of a 
host of constitutional amendments, includ­
ing the First, Fifth, Sixth, and Fourteenth 
Amendments. The federal government, the 
National Park Service, the District of Co­
lumbia, and the Metropolitan Police Depart­
ment were all named as defendants. The 
suit seeks to enjoin the police from using 
trap and arrest tactics, clear the arrests from 
the plaintiffs' records and those of others 
arrested under the policy, and reimburse the 
plaintiffs for the fine they paid and dam­
ages suffered as a result of the treatment. 
Turley said he also expects to bring 
abuse charges against an officer who 
clubbed a photographer in the head and 
throat for taking pictures of the arrests. The 
officer's identity was confirmed Wednesday. 
GW law student Jocelyn Stotts, presi­
dent of the National Lawyer's Guild, said 
that police have been known to use even 
more drastic measures. Stotts said her 
group, which focuses on civil liberties, has 
documented reports of officers pepper-
spraying handcuffed individuals and swing­
ing bikes at people as weapons. "This is a 
chronic behavior of the D.C. police," she 
said. 
Stotts said she, too, was caught be­
tween police lines pushing people back and 
forth and, like Barham, finally asked po­
lice where they expected her to go. In re­
sponse, one officer pushed her away from 
the crowd, sparing her from arrest. Both 
Stotts and Barham said they plan to con­
tinue to serve as legal observers and are 
preparing for anti-war protests planned for 
the weekend of October 19th and 20th. But 
Stotts said several individuals have decided 
to call it quits. "I'll be more cautious," Stotts 
said. 
Barham said he feared that D.C. po­
lice practices could easily become standard 
if not checked. "D.C. is a model for the rest 
of the country because we are the protest 
capital of the U.S." Turley agreed, "There 
is a concern that if the police can use a trap 
and arrest policy in the nation's capital, it's 
likely to be replicated in other states. These 
can easily become standing operating pro­
cedures unless they are dealt with by the 
courts," Turley said. 
Turley also pointed out that GW is 
particularly vulnerable to trap and arrest 
tactics because protests take place so close 
to campus, meaning students and faculty 
going about their daily campus routines 
could easily find themselves arrested. 
"Some of these practices literally occurred 
outside the front d oors of our schools and 
dormitories." 
Turley said police can still handle 
unruly protestors with legal methods. "The 
Constitution is not a straightjacket. There 
is ample flexibility for the police for deal­
ing with demonstrators without these con­
ditions." Barham said police, in fact, usu­
ally do exercise more restraint. "They tend 
to deal with self-described anarchists dif­
ferently from other protestors," Barham 
explained. "In my opinion, police have 
much more distaste for them." But even 
Barham said he was surprised by the ar­
rests - by his arrest. "I was shocked." 
Editor's Note: In the October 8,2002, 
issue of the Nota Bene, the third paragraph 
of Jeff Barham's letter to the editor in the 
last issue of the Nota Bene was not printed 
to reflect that it was a quote by Joseph 
Stiglitz. The was an error on our part and 
was not intended by the letter's author. 
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